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“What Do We Put  
Our Faith In?” 

 

By Lars Sauvola 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 

which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1,2 ESV                                           Photo by Julia Matson 
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Big Daddy Weave Concert Worth It p.7 by Chad Gibson 
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No Greater Joy p.11 by Kevin Moody 
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It has been especially exciting to see the Lord redeem the time in many areas of Hope Fellowship Church life 

during the past twelve months with regard to 1) Jordan settling into his new role as “teaching elder”, 2) the 

“building project” accelerating towards completion, 3) to witness as a body how we have drawn closer 

together, 4) We also have a “new member” process in place and 5) hosting two Christian concerts with future 

concerts being planned. I would be remiss to not mention the sweet sound of newborn babies and young 

children during a typical Sunday service. I see people stepping up and applying their spiritual gifts more 

today than ever before. As a brother in Christ, I want to continue to exhort you in your sanctification journey 

as you become more Christ-like. I firmly believe the application of our spiritual gifts is a key element that 

contributes to that journey towards sanctification. (6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you 

through the laying on of my hands.” 2 Timothy 1:6.) 

 

I leave you with the following basic guiding principles (between you and the Lord): 

 Make it a priority for time in the Word each day. You will be blessed by it as the process opens the 

door for the Holy Spirit to influence you in a way that is not possible otherwise.  

 Follow the guidelines of Mark 1:35 by making it a priority to make time to pray (speak with the 

Lord). “Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary 

place; and there He prayed.” Mark 1:35. It doesn’t have to be early in the morning, the key point being to 

make time to pray. To be knitted together with your spouse it is helpful to also make time to pray 

together. 

 Demonstrate to the Lord and yourself in a tangible way that He is first in your life by applying the 

simple principle of Malachi 3:10. During each pay period give back to the Lord first, a tithe (10%) to 

advance His Kingdom on earth and in the process stave off the love of money. “Bring all the tithes into 

the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts, “If I will 

not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to 

receive it.” Malachi 3:10. 

 

Many of you already have similar practices in place and are receiving the goal of our faith (1Peter 1:6-9). For 

those that may be young in the Lord I encourage you to test out these principles for 90 days. Think of how 

families and society would be transformed when most people apply these very basic principles. The practice 

will lead to other areas that will bring us into closer relationship with the Lord. 

 

To Him belongs all the glory and praise, 
 

Bob O’Brien 
 

 

Elder’s Note    
Three Transforming Principles  
By Bob O’Brien 
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HOPE FOR THE MEEK 

Little Things 

By Sheryl Gibson 

“Never doubt the BIG things God can do, 

through the little things we offer Him.” 

This past Sunday, along with Kara Olson, I shared 

with all of you, our renewed vision for Hope’s 

Toddler church. I would like to share more of my 

heart and the passion the Lord has begun in me. The 

verse which continues to challenge and encourage me 

is: “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in 

the large ones…”  Luke 16:10 NLT. 

 

As a daughter in Christ, I am learning to walk in the 

truths he speaks to me, though His word.   I am called 

to walk in my Identity in Christ, which was given 

through Jesus’s death on the cross.  The more I 

understand who He says that I am, the more He calls 

me out in Faith and enables me to “live out” this 

identity.  Jesus is my Savior.  He has made his 

dwelling place in me.  He is my strong tower, my 

sanctuary.  He says that I am more than a conqueror in 

Jesus.  I am beloved.  I am adopted into His family.  

His undeserved grace, He lavishes on me.   As I serve 

Him, the Lord is now shifting my gaze from “I have 

to” to “I want to”.  This Christian walk is a process in 

which I am completely humbled and encouraged.  I 

see the growth journey the Lord has me on.  I love to 

learn, and my prayer is that the Lord would continue 

to grow my faith, prompt my heart, and move my feet 

into obedient action.  Obedience is what will position 

me to be in the flow of His power.   

 

You may ask… “How did you get involved in 

overseeing the Nursery/Toddler church?  My answer 

is- “The Lord signed me up.”  No, I was not a 

preschool teacher, nor trained in child psychology, 

nor gifted in patience.  The Lord signed me up, and I 

was (in my mind) an inadequate leader, an unfit 

young mom, and completely unequipped.  He  

oftentimes does not sign up the “equipped” and 

chooses to use the broken. 

 

It was during this season of brokenness that He called 

me into service in the church Nursery.  Unequipped.   

 

 

 

Dry.  Broken. Desperate for Jesus to speak truth and 

guidance into my life.  I was a young mom with raw 

awareness of my lack, yet, understood that Jesus and  

His word had all the answers.  James 1:5, “If any of you 

lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to 

all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”  

 

A pursuit for truth, godly wisdom, and the need for 

Jesus to show up in my life was what put me into 

obedient action.  Jesus continued to draw me near 

and poured into me.  This led me on a path of 

healing-which is still happening.  Thank you Lord!  

He is so patient with me. Unequipped.  Yet obedient.  

Most of all, trusting that Jesus would show up.  He is 

so faithful. 

 

After a few years of “serving” and “growing” into 

who He says I am… He continues to amaze me. He 

speaks through His Word, through the Holy Spirit he 

gives us, and washes me with His continual grace.  

He is giving me a fresh understanding on the 

importance of the “little things”.  He is calling me to 

be faithful in the little things in my everyday life, in 

my marriage, relationships, parenting, and ministry; 

while releasing control into His hands.   

 

He is calling me to be consistent and constant in 

staying connected to HIM.  He says, “I am the vine; you 

are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, he 

will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  

John. 15:5.  

 

The Lord is so faithful to us. As we open up our 

hands and hearts and surrender all to His plans, he 

leads and blesses us.  He is ABLE to firm our shaky 

foundations and establish us on Himself, the Rock.  

He takes our inadequacies and “gaps” and fills them 

with His Grace.  He chooses to use us as we are. 

In this walk with the Lord, He has cultivated a desire 

in me to reach out to young moms.  I now have a 

better understanding of small children and their 

many needs.  God has designed us intricately with the 

ability to connect and be imprinted at a young age.  I 

know we’re never meant to live life perfectly; we have 

been given the leadership of The Perfect One.  He 

guides us, shapes us, and trains us up.  He will not 

fail us. 
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(Continued from page 3) 

I understand how highly influential our role of 

parenting is and it is humbling.  We are imprinting 

and impacting our children on a daily basis. That 

highlights my need for the Word of God every day. 

God’s Word is living and active. It has the ability to 

renew minds, strengthen and sanctify us, and give us 

ABUNDANT life!  Hallelujah!  

 

I look forward to the growth the Lord is cultivating at 

Hope Fellowship. I pray that I can be of service to 

help BUILD His Kingdom for His Glory. It is exciting 

to anticipate what the Lord has in store! 

It is all about Jesus.  It is all about the little things. 

They make a BIG impact in the Kingdom. 

 

Serving in Christ, 

Sheryl Gibson 

1 Corinthians 15:57-58 But thanks be to God!  He gives 

us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ… stand firm.  

Let nothing move you.  Always give yourself fully to the 

work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the 

Lord is not in vain. 

Hebrews 13:20-21 May the God of peace… that great 

Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for 

doing his will. And may He work in us what is pleasing to 

Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be Glory forever and 

ever. Amen.  

 

HOPE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

What’s happening at Threads of Hope 

“The Amazing Lamp” 

By Linda Cramb 

Psalm 119:105 says “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 

light to my path.” Over the years you may have 

memorized this beautiful verse, and you may have 

studied God’s Word in Sunday school or Youth 

Group or Small Group Bible study or church. But  

what if you had very little exposure to the Bible and 

any Christian literature? That literature may seem  

 

 

 

very curious to you and very exciting at the same 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That is the way many visitors at Threads of Hope feel 

about our small collection of Bibles, devotionals, 

biographies, study books, Christian fiction books, and 

personal testimony books.  As I volunteer at Threads  

of Hope in Jaffrey, I notice that about one in four 

customers spend time checking out our library of 

donated books and buying them for a small price. So 

here is a simple way to share the true light of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ—through Christian literature 

and Christian media. 

 

One of our volunteers purchased and refinished an 

old hutch cabinet to be used as a library display at 

Threads.  This beautifully painted hutch has become a 

focal point of the shop.  Let me give you a brief 

description of some of the titles that attract the 

attention of visitors: 

Christian living books such as  

o It’s Not About Me by Max Lucado  

o The Battle Plan of Prayer by Stephen and Alex 

Kendrick 

Beautifully painted hutch is a focal point at Threads 
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Christian biographies and Testimonies such as  

o Nate Saint, God Smuggler,  

o Paul, A Man of Grace and Grit by Charles 

Swindoll 

Christian fiction series such as  

o Left Behind series by Tim LaHaye and Jerry 

Jenkins,  

o Journey of the Heart series by Colleen Coble,  

o Cape Refuge series by Terri Blackstock 

Bibles, Bible Studies, and Bible Study Helps 

o all kinds, from excellent Christian publishers 

We also have picture Bible books for children and 

many classic children’s books in a smaller bookshelf 

in the back of the shop. 

 

Would you like to help someone in our community to 

see the lamp of God’s truth shining?  Do you have 

some Christian books that would inspire, and direct, 

and teach others about the greatness of God?  Please 

check out your own bookshelf at home and consider 

which books, or Bible studies, or DVDs, or music CDs 

made an impact on your life. Then bring those you 

want to donate to the drop box at HFC or to the 

Threads shop, W, TH, F afternoon or on Saturday 

morning from 9 to 12. 

 

Also, Threads is having a Re-Grand Opening on 

Saturday, May 14th from 9 to 12 noon.  Swing by then 

or someday soon and see all the great things that are 

offered to our community including that special lamp 

of the Christian library on the beautiful hutch cabinet. 

 
Linda Cramb 

 

HOPE IN OUR WORLD 

Why Share the Gospel with the Lost? 

By Celia O’Brien 

We were encouraged by the Asian believers we 

went to encourage 

I recently returned from two months in Asia, co-

leading a team of young missionaries to bring the 

Gospel to UNreached people groups within the “10- 

40 window”. We also partnered with underground 

churches by coming alongside them and hopefully  

 

 

bring some encouragement. In all honesty, they 

wereway more encouraging to me than I can even  

imagine being to them! The Asian believers are 

amazing, courageous, strong and so much fun.  

We spent a month in China and another month in 

Mongolia.  

 

We were welcomed in Mongolia 

In Mongolia we were able to freely share the Gospel 

in every home we were welcomed into every store we 

entered and even on the streets! We shared with 

people who have been turned off by the Church, 

people who "read a book about Christianity once" and 

others who have never even heard about who Jesus is. 

Thank you for sending us to share with these people! 
 

“The Great Commission” was questioned by a man 

named Peter in China 

In China, we weren't so free to share the Gospel 

openly. Instead we met people and would build 

relationships with them and eventually share the 

Good News when we felt the Holy Spirit lead us to do 

so. There was one young man we met who really 

stood out to me, Peter. We were able to spend the day 

with him, sharing the Good News and discussing  

many things. At one point he was explaining that he, 

being a Buddhist, another person being a Muslim, 

and us being Christians, it is all okay because “when 

we die we will all end up going exactly where we 

each believe we will go.”  

 

I explained that I believe no matter how we choose to 

live our lives or what we believe when we pass, we 

will all end up going one place or another; however to 

go to "The Good Place" we must believe in the One 

True God.  

 

He thought about that for a long moment and he 

started drawing a picture on a napkin. He then 

explained he was drawing a picture of the world and 

he created a tiny little country in the middle of 

nowhere and circled it and said..."So if what you're 

saying is true, and there are people all the way across 

the world who have never heard and will even die 

without hearing about it, how are they supposed to  

find out about it?" That was where I threw my hands 

in the air and said "EXACTLY!" How is it that this  
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young Buddhist fellow who has never had a clear 

presentation of the Gospel until this moment, “gets  

it” when the majority of the Church hasn't caught on 

to The Great Commission? I explained to him that 

that is exactly why I was there with him that day- 

I believe Jesus has called us all to take part in bringing 

the Gospel to ALL people and that's why He allowed 

us to meet him today. (Luke 10:2) Please be praying 

for more laborers! I am so thankful God gave us such 

a divine appointment, it will forever stay with me.  

 

Two Officers hear the Good News 

In this photo, one of the students (Joseph) is sharing 

the Gospel with two police officers. The day prior, the 

other team leader, translator and I had to go to the  

store quickly and it was the one and only time I was 

not carrying the passports.  Of course we got stopped 

by the police. An officer asked why we were there  

and for our passports and we told him we’d left them 

at home.  He asked a few questions and sent us on 

our way. The next day after we’d spent the afternoon 

sharing the Good News with people, that police 

officer and another were waiting for us at the home 

we were staying in!  He wanted to see exactly what 

we were up to, so we told them, by sharing!  One man 

had heard of Jesus before and had even read the Bible 

before but didn't know much, the other had never 

ever heard of anything we were sharing and thought 

we were talking about magic and witch stories.  We 

had a solid conversation but he did not come to 

salvation...yet.  Pray for these two officers! 

 

Would you be willing to “Go and Share the Gospel”? 

Have you been feeling the call to "GO"? Bring the 

Gospel to those who are lost! Don't know where to 

 

 

start? Come do a Discipleship Training School in Jax  

this Fall! ywamjax.org 

 

Thank you again, Church, for being a part of what 

God is doing here in Jacksonville and beyond. Check 

out a video of our two-month journey on my 

Facebook page!  

 
Celia Marie O’Brien 

 

HOPE SUNDAY SCHOOL  

A Lesson for the Kids is a Lesson for Me 

By Doug Seppala 

To all the parents of Sunday school students,  

I hope all is well. I'd like to thank all of you for 

bringing your kids diligently each week to learn more 

about God, and what He has done for us. This being 

my first year as Leader of Sunday school, I took on 

the position not knowing what I had gotten myself 

into. However, with the support of all of the teachers, 

and Jody Ojala, we have had yet another successful 

year!  

 

I want to challenge and encourage anybody who 

would like to serve to consider helping with Sunday 

school - whether you come to teach, substitute, or 

even just come to listen in on a class. What God is 

doing at Hope Fellowship is amazing and He wants 

everyone to be involved.  

 

I've found for myself that when I prepare a lesson for 

the kids, it ends up being a lesson for me as well! 

Anytime we get into His word with an open heart, He 

has his way! 2 Corinthians 5:7, "for we walk by faith, not 

by sight.."  has been my go-to verse this year.  

I’m trusting in Him each week to lead and guide His 

flock in truth. Thank you so much for allowing me to 

serve here at Hope.  

 

I have been blessed!   

 

Doug Seppala  
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BUILDING HOPE 

Big Daddy Weave Concert Worth It 
By Chad Gibson 

 

The Big Daddy Weave concert on April 29th was truly 

a blessing to be a part of. It was another great time to 

be able to see the body of Christ here at Hope 

Fellowship Church in action. Our prayer from the 

beginning was that the event would be all about Jesus 

Christ, and not about Hope Fellowship or any specific 

individual. I believe this was accomplished! There 

were well over 30 volunteers involved from start to 

finish, many of whom sacrificed being able to even 

enjoy the concert, instead choosing to serve.  

 

There is no doubt that there were people there who 

got to hear the gospel of Christ proclaimed through 

word and song for the first time, and for that alone it 

was worth it! The final numbers have not been 

tabulated yet on how much money was raised, but we 

definitely should have raised some money for our 

Building Fund.  

 

If you have never had the chance to serve or be 

involved in one of these events, you are missing out!  

There are currently two upcoming events where you 

could serve. June 18th we will be hosting a youth 

event featuring local teaching and a concert with 

Citizen Way, and on September 24th we will be 

hosting Robin Mark. Please let either of us know if 

you would like to help out.  

 

In Christ.  
 

Chad Gibson and Doug Seppala 

 

 

HOPE IN OUR WORLD 

Aslan in Narnia 
By Bob O’Brien 

We plan to return to “Narnia” in September 

Lord willing we will be returning to Narnia in 

September to continue with Hope4Narnia and to 

witness how Aslan is working. This continues to be a 

strategic outreach because it fulfills our Acts 1:8 

strategy by addressing the “Samaria, and the end of 

the earth” element (“But you shall receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth”. Acts 1:8 NKJV).  

 

We need textbooks on Economics, Starting a 

Business, Conservative Philosophy and The Family 

During our last expedition we launched 

Hope4Narnia, which is a program inspired to create a 

strong connection with four strategic villages and 

their representatives. Through this outreach we can 

establish strong relationships with a limited number 

of key people within each village with the 

understanding that we will meet with them during 

each return visit. This will also allow us to enter and 

travel freely throughout the country without being 

questioned by the local authorities about our motives. 

We have identified four villages and visited each one 

to explain our plan to donate English 

reading/educational material during each subsequent 

expedition. During our first visit they expressed some 

interest in textbooks that would help them build their 

country. To this end we will be in search of books that 

provide life application for economics, starting a 

business, conservative philosophy and the family 

structure. If you feel moved by the Holy Spirit to 

participate please consider donating four books (one 

for each village) in the aforementioned categories 

(please see Sheila about donating books). 

 

Know a little French? Have a heart for Outreach? 

Interested in being exposed to a Muslim culture?  

If you have a heart for this type of outreach we would 

love for you to join a future expedition. If you are 

learning how to speak French you will have the 

benefit of speaking French throughout the expedition  
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 because French is quite common throughout Africa. 

If you are able to do without the creature comforts of 

home for ten days and would like to be exposed to a 

Muslim UNreached culture, this may be a great 

experience for you. Narnia is a peaceful friendly 

country and very welcoming to us. We stay at a local 

hotel with running water, showers and Wi-Fi 

however the electricity throughout the entire country 

is somewhat unpredictable. Please search our Ben 

Olson or Bob O’Brien to learn more. 

 

Bob O’Brien 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
By Bob O’Brien 
 

PERSPECTIVE 

 
11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in 

whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be 

abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all 

things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both 

to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:11-13 

 

The Bible does not dictate a specific standard of living 

for everybody. Just like in the days of scripture, God 

has placed His people at all levels of society and 

economic means. There are however several 

principles that should influence our lifestyle. 

 

Learn to be content: 

Six of the seven times the word “contentment” is used 

in the Bible it involves the use of money. In our focus 

verse above Paul talks about learning how to be 

content, which implies that it does not come 

naturally. In society, through marketing firms and 

peer pressure we are constantly being bombarded 

with the message that we should want more (after all, 

we deserve it). 

 

Learn to avoid coveting: 

Scripture clearly prohibits coveting or craving 

another’s property, possessions or position in life. 

Greed and coveting are often times referred to as the 

silent sins and are a form of idolatry.  

 
 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 

covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his 

female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything 

that is your neighbor’s.” Exodus 20:17 

 

Do not set your lifestyle by comparing to others 

(Keeping up with the Joneses): 

To begin with, other people may have considerably 

greater means to afford a more luxurious lifestyle. 

Others may follow a different belief system and/or 

they may not apply biblical principles. Trying to 

“keep up with the Joneses” often times causes people 

to go deeper into debt. We need to live within our 

means; we can think about the creature comforts after 

tithing, saving and the day-to-day expenses are taken 

care of. 

 

Enjoy that which God allows you to purchase: 

Prayerfully submit spending decisions to God and 

plan out those purchases for high-ticket items. 

 

Work towards simplifying your lifestyle: 

Often times we can amass items that also demand our 

time. After making a sizeable investment it is natural 

to devote the commensurate amount of time (i.e. toys, 

activities, homes, etc.). These very items often times 

compete for our attention to our relationship with the 

Lord, other areas of service and result in a shortage of 

time. 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good 

soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare 

entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may 

please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 2 Timothy 2:3-4 

 

Success is meaningless apart from Serving Jesus 

Christ: 

Simply stated, ask yourself if you are sacrificing a 

closer relationship with Christ in the pursuit of 

wealth, entertainment or stuff? “For what will it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 

Mark 8:36 

 

Do not be conformed to this world: 

We are living in one of the most affluent cultures and 

we are constantly being bombarded with effective 

advertisements that constantly tempt us to spend the 

hard earned money that God has enabled us to earn. 

The message is clear: the cool, happy, beautiful,  

wrinkle-free life can be ours if we are willing to buy  
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it, even if that means that we purchase it with credit. 

”And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 

prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of 

God.” Romans 12:2 

  

This information is from the Bible, Crown Financial 

Biblical Study and the school of hard knocks (life). 

There is a small group study offered by Crown 

Financial, led by Bob & Sheila O’Brien. The ten series 

study covers the major stewardship topics and can 

help you develop a balanced biblical approach that 

when followed will lead to reduced financial strain 

and a great plan while still relying fully on the Lord. 

If you would like to learn more about biblical principles of 

stewardship please speak to Bob O’Brien at church or you 

can also call or text at 603-831-4952 

 

 
         Conant High School 

         Kacy Sauvola 

Simeon Hodgson 

Hidden Meadow School 

David Kangas 

Mascenic Regional High School 

Ryan Aro 

Chase Holombo 

Roman Ojala  

Taylor Rautiola 

Madison Sauvola 

Adrian Somero 

Jestin Somero 

Alan Wooster 

Victory High School  

Denver Somero 

Taran Stenersen 

Rand Traffie 
Baylor University 

Zack Traffie 

Pensacola Christian College 

Samantha Olson  

 

 

 

RECIPES TO SHARE 
 
Key Lime Pie 
Crust: 
1 ¼ cup graham cracker crumbs 
3 Tablespoons sugar 
1/3 cup butter, melted 
½ c. finely chopped almonds 
 

Mix together with a fork and press into 9” pie plate. 
Bake at 350 degrees, 8 minutes.  Cool and fill. 
 
Filling: 
1 can sweetened condensed milk 
1/2 cup + 2 Tablespoons key lime juice  
2 egg yolks, lightly beaten 
4 oz. Cool Whip  
1/2 cup shredded coconut 
 

Mix together well and spoon into cooled crust. 
 
Topping: 
4 oz. Cool Whip 
Sliced almonds, optional 
 

Spread  Cool Whip over filling.  Sprinkle with almonds.  
Refrigerate until serving time.  
  From Shari Aho & Debi Somero Sarkela 
 

 

Pickity Place Marinated Vegetable Salad 

 
Marinade: 
3/4 cup olive oil 
1/2 cup fresh parsley, minced 
3 Tablespoons white wine vinegar 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/8 teaspoon pepper 
 
Vegetables: 
Sliced tomatoes 
Sliced cucmbers 
Kalamata olives, drained 
Sliced banana peppers 
Bite-sized pieces of cauliflower 
 
Combine marinade ingredients, mix well. (Or combine and 
shake together in Mason jar with lid.)  Pour marinade over 
the following vegetables, your choice of amounts.  Marinate 
overnight.  Serve over a bed of Romaine lettuce. Serves 12 
       From Melissa Decatur Martel  
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Tyra Aho       Age: 8 
 

School: Highbridge Elementary 
Hobbies/Things You like to do: 
Gymnastics 
What do you want to be when you 

grow up: A mom 

Favorite Food: Pancakes 
Favorite Bible story or verse: Esther 
In honor of Mother’s Day what is something that you like to 
do with your mom or something you like that your mom 
does for you: When my mom takes me to Florida 
 _______________________________________________ 

 

Alec Sauvola      Age: 8 
 

School: Dublin Christian Academy 
What do you want to be when you 
grow up: Pro airsoft player 
Hobbies/Things you like to do: Play 
Airsoft 
Favorite Food: Spaghetti 
Favorite Bible Story or Verse: John 
3:16 

In honor of Mother’s Day what is something that you like to  
do with your mom or something you like that your mom 
does for you: Go Shopping 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Abby Sauvola       Age: 8 

 

School: Highbridge Elementary School 
What do you want to be when you 
grow up: An Artist 
Hobbies/Things You like to do: 
Softball, Soccer, Run, Knit 
Favorite Food: Tomato Soup or 
Cheeseburgers 
Favorite Bible story or verse: David 

             and Goliath 
In honor of Mother’s Day what is something that you like to 
do with your mom or something you like that your mom 
does for you: Watch movies with her and fish together. 
Swim, hugs, kisses and pick flowers. Time with her. 
 

 
 

Bracken Seppala  Age: 7 
 

School: Dublin Christian Academy 
What do you want to be when you 
grow up: A Hunter 
Hobbies/Things you like to do: 
Basketball and Skiing 
Favorite Food: Broccoli, Spaghetti and 

Steak. 
In honor of Mother’s Day what is something that you like to 
do with your mom or something you like that your mom 
does for you: Look at pictures together 
________________________________________________ 

 

Wesley Desrosiers      Age: 8 
 

Hobbies/Things You like to do: 
Baseball 
School: Highbridge Elementary School 
What do you want to be when you 
grow up: Pro Baseball Player 
Favorite Food: Ice Cream 
Favorite Bible story or verse: Moses 

and the Red Sea 
In honor of Mother’s Day what is something that you like to 
do with your mom or something you like that your mom 
does for you: Cook with my mom 
_________________________________________________ 

 

Lynzie Broome     Age: 7 
 

Hobbies/Things You like to do: 
Basketball and Dance 
School: Rindge Memorial School 
Favorite Food: BBQ and Chicken 
Favorite Bible story or verse: God 
Demonstrates his own love for us 
while we were sinners Christ died for 
us. Romans 5:8 

In honor of Mother’s Day what is something that you like to 
do with your mom or something you like that your mom  
does for you: I would like to do the dishes for my mom and 
take her bowling! 
__________________________________________________ 

 

Jenna Knisley      Age: 8 
 
School: Highbridge Elementary School 
Hobbies/Things You like to do: 
Cheerleading 
Favorite Food: Watermelon 
In honor of Mother’s Day what is 
something that you like to do with 

your mom or something you like that your mom does for 
you: Shopping 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER 

 

Get to Know Second Grade 
By: Laura Sauvola, Teacher 
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(Continued from page 10) 

 

Jaak Aho Age: 8 
 
School: Highbridge Elementary School 
Hobbies/Things You like to do: Play 
outside, Play soccer, Play sports 
Favorite Foods: Pizza, Spaghetti & 
Clam chowder 
In honor of Mother’s Day what is 
something that you like to do with 

your mom or something you like that your mom does for 
you: Go out to eat, Go to a movie together 

 

 

FROM THE HEART OF A FATHER 

 

No Greater Joy 
By Kevin Moody 
 
 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are 
walking in the truth. 3 John 1:4 ESV 

 

I was blessed to grow up in a Christian family. In fact, 

I grew up in a pastor’s home. We lived in a 

parsonage, with all (good and bad) that went along 

with that, and most of my early childhood memories 

center around church. Eventually, our family moved 

to NH where my father was instrumental in starting 

Dublin Christian Academy. In many respects, 

growing up on the DCA campus was not much 

different from my life as a preacher’s kid. We still 

lived in a “fishbowl” and my parents were both 

totally involved in the school, but from the beginning 

they instilled in me an attitude that shaped my life 

and my future.  Serving God wasn’t their ministry---

we were all “in the ministry” together.  

 

I distinctly remember a conversation my dad and I 

had the day I left for college. I went up to his office---I 

didn’t have the same fear of the principal’s office as 

some of my friends!  He understood the pressures his 

children faced growing up in a ministry family, and 

he wanted to make one thing very clear. He told me 

that he and mom loved me very much, and that they 

had no expectations for my life that I had to fulfil.  

Even though I was attending a Christian college, it 

didn’t matter to them if I became a “ditch digger”, as 

long that was what God wanted with my life. Yet,  

 

 

 

when the time came, I still chose to study Bible and 

eventually returned to NH to invest my life in the  

ministry at DCA as well. I have no doubt that this is 

what God wanted for my life, and I am eternally 

grateful for the love, guidance, counsel, wisdom and 

insight of a godly father. 

 

It will not come as a surprise that Jordan’s growing 

up years mirrored my own. Our family served 

together in every aspect of ministry at DCA. He often 

felt like he lived in a fishbowl. He struggled with the 

same unfair expectations placed on him as the 

principal’s kid. He excelled in sports. He was  

involved in every possible extracurricular activity. He 

had many great friends. No surprise. 

 

But most of you would be surprised to learn that 

Jordan is not a natural public speaker. He would get 

physically sick before any school play or piano recital  

in elementary school. He hated being in front of 

groups. But God began preparing Jordan through 

many speeches, plays, leadership positions and 

opportunities to preach in both high school and 

college. As he wrestled with his future, I gave him the 

same counsel my dad gave me…the only thing in life 

that matters is finding what God wants you to do and 

doing it with all your heart.  

 

Through many circumstances only a good, good 

Father could orchestrate, Jordan followed God’s call 

to preach, and God brought him to serve the body of 

Christ here at HFC.  As Father’s Day approaches, it is 

an indescribable joy to reflect on what God has 

wrought in the life of our son and to enjoy the sweet 

fruit of His grace in Jordan and Jamie’s lives. There is 

no greater gift. To God be all the glory. 
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Jordan and his dad, Kevin Moody, at Fenway Park 



 
 

GET TO KNOW  

Chad and Karen Gibson  
 

 

 
Where do you live? 

New Ipswich 

 

How many children do you have and what are 

their ages? 

Daimon (17) Tyra (15) and Audrey (12) 

 

Where did you grow up? 

Chad grew up in New Ipswich and Karen grew up in 

Castle Rock, Washington. 

 

Can you tell us how you met?  

At a church convention in Ironwood, Michigan. 

 

Can you tell us something you appreciate about 

your spouse? 

Karen is a wonderful mother and amazes me with her 

ability to complete challenges she sets out to do. Chad 

is a committed husband and dedicated father.  

 

What do you do for a living? 

Chad works for Academy Roofing and Karen subs 

occasionally at the local schools, coaches sports and is 

a stay-at-home mother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are your favorite hobbies?  

Chad: Golf  

Karen: Running, traveling and watching kids play 

sports.  

 

What are some things you enjoy doing together? 

As a family?  

Going to sporting events, weekends in Maine, playing 

lawn games, and going out to dinner. 

 

What brought you to Hope Fellowship Church? 

Consistent biblical teaching, integrity of the 

leadership, and the welcoming atmosphere.  

 

What is something you enjoy about Hope 

Fellowship?  

The generosity and hospitality of everyone. Also the 

willingness of everyone to help out when a need 

arises. 
 

Are you currently serving at Hope Fellowship and 

in what roles? 

Karen plays on the worship team and Chad is a 

Deacon, on the building committee, and teaches 

Sunday School. 

 

If you were to leave a message to your children 

and your grandchildren, what would it be?  

Love others and remember that there is a God who 

loves you more that you can imagine! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joke Jar 

Q: How do fish pay their bills? 

A: With sand dollars! 

 

Q: Why couldn’t the pony sing himself a lullaby? 

A: He was a little hoarse. 

 

Q: What do you get from a pampered cow? 

A: Spoiled milk! 

 

Q: What has 3 feet and no legs? 

A: A yardstick! 
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                  MARCH 

2-Dakota Chamberlain 

3-Keith Muhonen 

3-Dallas Wooster 

6-Eli Knisley 

8-Faith Wooster 

9-Anden Ketola 

9-Connie Somero 

9-Lacey Aho 

10-Laura Sauvola 

14-Maureen Chamberlain 

14-Elisha Hodgson 

14-Rayna Olson 

16-Travis Rautiola 

18-Joe Kangas 

20-Taran Stenersen 

21-Harlow Aho 

21-Ayden Seppala 

23-Kristina Estola 

23-Daimon Gibson 

23-Lars Stenersen 

29-Harper Seppala 

30-Justus Somero 

 
 

                  APRIL 

 1-Jacob Haase 

 3-Marla Somero 

 6-Kayla Olson 

 10-Audrey Gibson 

 10-Ava Nordahl 

 10-Kacy Sauvola 

 11-Evangeline Hodgson 

 12-Sadie Gibson 

 12-Simeon Hodgson 

 12-Liam Sauvola 

 12-Alan Wooster 

 13-Jamie Moody 

 17-Kenneth Lehtonen 

 17-Mason Lehtonen 

 18-Steven Hodgson 

 18-Ethan Ketola 

 18-Asia Raasio 

 18-Shannon Wooster 

 19-Courtney Sikkila 

 20-Shaye Seppala 

 21-Donovan Krook 

 22-Max Holombo 

 25-Melonie Ojala 

 27-Cashton Aho 

 27-Matt Saari 

 27-Lars Traffie 

 27-Angela Traffie 

 29-Heather Hill 

 29-Cale Sikkila  

 

                 MAY 

      1-James Weimann 

1-Shannia Wooster 

4-Julie Marceau 

6-Shane Rautiola 

7-Ben Olson 

9-Slater Somero 

11-Joshua Seppala 

11- Jeffrey Seppala 

15-Greg Hodgson 

16-Kyle Holombo 

19-Chase Holomb0 

21-Sheryl Gibson 

23-Willa Aho 

24-Hayes Ketola 

24-Joy Seppala 

25-Sasha Sikkila 

27-Troy Holombo 

29-Rob Clark 

30-Morgan Ketola 

31-Todd Chamberlain 

 
 

 

Key Verse to Memorize: 

For the wages of sin is death,  

but the free gift of God is  

eternal life in Christ Jesus  

our Lord. Romans 6:23 (ESV) 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Happy Anniversary 

 

MARCH 

10-Mr. & Mrs. Greg Somero 

 14-Mr. & Mrs. Scott Wooster 

 

APRIL 

            13-Mr. & Mrs. Casey Gibson 

  18-Mr. & Mrs. Chad Gibson 

21-Mr. & Mrs. Rob Clark 

 

MAY 

13-Mr. & Mrs. Chad Rautiola 

 21-Mr. & Mrs.John Jankowski 

21-Mr. & Mrs. Ross Somero 

   25-Mr. & Mrs. Graham Heagy 

 

 

Happy Birthday!       Happy Birthday!      Happy Birthday!      Happy Birthday! 
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NEW in the Nursery 

A daughter, Harper Dawn,  

on January 25, 2016 to Tim and 

Ariel Anderson 
 

A daughter, Sage Lynn,  

on February 2, 2016 to Graham 

and Shara Heagy. 
 

A daughter, Cora Ellen,  

on March 5, 2016 to Kyle and 

Brianna Holombo. 

 

A daughter, Emaleah Rose,  

on March 8, 2016 to Jarrett and 

Courtney Sikkila and Zahrriah. 

 
 



 
 

 

 

March 12th: Brenda and Clarence Shuler taught a 
marriage seminar. They shared honest stories of their 
own relationship and gave insight on communicating, 
handling conflict and money in a marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

March 6th: Installation Sunday- Jordan Moody, along with his wife Jamie and daughter 
Charlotte, was blessed in as Hope's Pastor/Teaching Elder. 

 

January 28th: The Youth group from Hope and others volunteered at Roca Kidz club in 
Manchester, NH, a place where God’s love is shared with inter-city kids. 

March 27th: Easter Brunch and Worship service at  
Mascenic High School.-Randy & Karen Kangas & young 
friend, Cashton Aho. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF HOPE 

April 29th: Big Daddy Weave Concert, Colonial Theater in Keene; 
Jordan Feliz, Aaron & Diane Seppala, Plumb and Big Daddy. Their 
music brought us together and reminded us that we all have a 
story and our story tells of Jesus and His grace in our life. 

Hope Church under construction. Thank you volunteers who come for Saturday 
work days and all through the week. Thank you contractors! 


