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Elder’s Note
MY PRAYER FOR YOU IN THE COMING YEAR
By Mark Holombo

Wishing all of you a Happy and Blessed New Year,
As we begin this New Year, God has laid on my heart the importance of unity, locking shields with other
churches so that the enemy can’t get in. Ephesians 4:13, “Till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” We are working
toward a common goal and pointing others to Christ as we walk together, helping one another “(encouraging)
and so much more as you see the day approaching.” (from Hebrews 10:25)
Wherever we are, we can be looking for that “lone wolf,” the one that’s alone and needs a friend. Hebrews 12:12
“Therefore strengthen the hands that hang down and the feeble knees.”
The more we experience God’s love, the more we can share with others and love them not with our love but
God’s love. Ephesians 3:14-20 "For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the
whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that
you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and
depth and height— to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in
us," To Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever, Amen.
We get to know His love by spending time with Him in His Word. When you have tasted His love and
goodness you will want to keep coming back for more. It is where He wants us, desiring Him above all.
Psalm 34:8-10 "Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! Oh, fear the Lord, you His
saints! There is no want to those who fear Him. The young lions lack and suffer hunger; but those who seek the Lord shall
not lack any good thing."
This is my prayer for you this coming year: "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,
so that you may overflow with Hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." Romans 15:13
Your brother in Christ,

Mark Holombo
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HOPE: IN OUR COMMUNITY
Be Blessed, A Circle of Blessing
By Linda Cramb

We have caring volunteers at Be Blessed. They bring
with them their unique gifts to help others. This
article highlights the view of Shirley French and
Linda Radford, both volunteers at the Be Blessed
Outreach.
I hope their words encourage you to be part of this
community outreach located in the Belletete's Plaza in
Jaffrey. Perhaps you also would enjoy volunteering at
the Be Blessed shop. Even volunteering just a few
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what they're looking for. Some have remarked how
much they enjoy the quiet music in the backgroundkind of a soothing atmosphere as they make their
selections. Families coming in with small children are
aided by having the gated toy section in the back. Just
last week a young man and his mother came in and
he delightedly told his mother to pick out whatever
items she wanted and he would pay for it. It's been
fun working at Be Blessed and I look forward to my
volunteer time with pleasure.
“Everyone loves a one dollar item. People
leave with a big bag of clothes and a big
smile.” Linda Radford, volunteer

hours a week or month can be a great blessing! When
you give your time to help, step back and see how the
Lord expands your efforts into eternal benefits. We
hold sincere appreciation for all who pray and give.

Shirley French, a volunteer at Be Blessed.

Shirley French:
“What a Great Service to the Community!”
My connection with Be Blessed started a little over two
years ago. I started volunteering when the shop was
located by the police station in Jaffrey. I thought,
“How unique that everything is just one dollar apiece!
What a great service to the community!” When the
shop was moved to its present location, I thought
how much more convenient and accessible it was. I
loved its spaciousness and that there was a dressing
room for the customers. Many of the regular
customers coming in are now getting to be old
friends. I am delighted when they're able to find just

Linda Radford:
“This is a wonderful way to give affordable
clothes to our community.”
It has been my privilege to serve at Be Blessed. It is
exciting to see how the Lord works. I have had many
opportunities to see Him at work. I have been able to
pray with a man who lost his keys, comfort a lady
who was donating her mother's clothes after her
mother’s death and got a big hug after helping
someone find a winter coat that fit perfectly. I have
watched how others gave back by giving extra dollars
or paying forward for the next person. This is a
wonderful way to give affordable clothes to our
community. If you have not shopped at Be Blessed or
donated clothes, you should check us out. We need
your help. Everyone loves a one dollar item. People
leave with a big bag of clothes and a big smile. Thank
you for letting me be a part of this ministry.
Philippians 4:19, And my God will supply all
your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
“Be Blessed” Renamed “Threads of Hope”
As soon as signs are made and hung, “Be Blessed”
will officially become “Threads of Hope”. The store,
located at 80 Peterborough St., Jaffrey, N.H., hopes
the new name will help publicize that it is a
resourceful clothing store, welcoming everyone.
Current Hours: Wed.-Fri.: 12-4 pm.
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HOPE SUNDAY SCHOOL
Kids Shine in Christmas Program,
Inspire Us to Shine too!
By Jody Ojala

In November, Sunday school teachers and students
took a break from lessons and began practicing for the
Christmas Program. It’s a pattern started over ten
years ago, when Hope Fellowship and its Sunday
school first began meeting in Steven Krook’s “Barn”
on Fox Farm Road.
This year, Amanda Ketola chose the play, “Footprints
to the Manger”. She launched practices with a rousing

suspended from the ceiling and the large snow mural

song competition to introduce the Program songs.

painted by some of the 6th grade girls. “I liked the

Actors were chosen, memory passages assigned, a

Christmas snacks afterwards,” remarked another.

song CD was distributed and Sunday after Sunday
morning, we practiced together. On the night of
th

We hope the best part of the Program remains with

December 13 , the kids were ready-some excited,

you. We saw children sharing the story of Christ’s

some nervous, some yawning from the long day. It

birth, their faces bright and earnest. We saw and

was time for our family and friends to come and

heard kids who’d been patiently coached by their

watch.

parents to memorize their verses. We saw Sunday
school teachers, proud of their students. We saw the

Every year the kids outdo our expectations; this year

musicians, the student announcers and greeters, the

was no different. The main actors, Britain, Colson,

refreshment crew, each person, doing their part. We

Decker, Noah and Evan delivered their lines

saw the crowd; smiles lighting their faces as they

brilliantly. The play was about how God wants us to

watched the Christmas play unfold. The kids had

walk in obedience, which leads us to His Son Jesus,

been encouraged to do their best, to the glory of God.

born in a manger. The Christmas story from Luke

And they did! We can too.

was memorized by students, and each shared a verse.
“That was special, the kids sang loud and knew their

The Message Bible says, “We don’t see things clearly.

parts,” parents and friends commented afterwards.

We’re squinting in a fog, peering through a mist. But it

“I loved the backdrop and sparkly snowflakes!”

won’t be long before the weather clears and the sun shines

another said, looking at pipe cleaner snowflakes

bright! We’ll see it all then, see it as clearly as God sees us,
knowing him directly just as he knows us! But for right
now, until that completeness, we have three things to do to
lead us toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God,
hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the
three is love.” 1 Cor. 14: 12, 13.
Thank you, each one, who took part in this year’s
Christmas Program! Shine on!
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HOPE: IN OUR WORLD
A Letter from Celia,
Missionary to China and Mongolia
Celia O’Brien has made a
two-year commitment to
Youth With A Mission
(YWAM) Jacksonville to
join the staff. Hope
Fellowship provides 15%
of her support. YWAM
teams focus their
attention on UNreached
people groups within the
10-40 Window. (The 10-40 Window refers to an area of
the world, approximately between 10 north latitude and
40 degrees north latitude: North Africa, the Middle East,
a great part of Asia, areas with a huge amount of
people who have never heard the Gospel Message.)
Celia is currently co-leading the two-month “outreach
phase” which consists of a combined four weeks in
China and four weeks in Mongolia. In China during the
first two weeks the American team will come together
with the China team and prepare for the month long
outreach in Mongolia where they will be hosted by
Mongolian believers that have never met other believers
before. They will stay in the homes (Yurt) of host
families and encourage them in their faith through
discipleship. They will also encourage the Mongolian
believers to visit other villages to share their faith. The
temperature in Mongolia this time of year is single digits
and often drops below 0. After four weeks in Mongolia
they will return to China for two final weeks where they
will serve at an orphanage for special needs children.
Greetings Family at Hope Fellowship,
It can be difficult to provide a brief update on
Discipleship Training School (DTS). So much happens
in such a short three months that it blows my mind.
It's been an honor to walk through this season with
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eleven amazing students. We’ve been discovering and
deepening our relationships with Jesus. The Lord has
“shown up” in amazing ways. We've seen baptisms,
students leading Floridians to the Lord, relationships
being built with Syrian refugees, hearts broken for the
lost and "callings" are being discovered! So much to
praise God for on top of everything else he has done
and is doing! Thank you for being a part of this
amazing journey!
After the final week of teaching here in Jacksonville,
FL., students and staff will be going home for
Christmas and will return promptly on the 26th of
December to prepare to fly out for the outreach
phase! We have two teams going. One will be going
to serve Syrian refugees in Jordan as well as
ministering to the Jewish population in Israel. The
other team (I will be co-leading this team) will be
heading to Mongolia to minister and to serve the
believers there who have never met any other
Christians, as well as bring the Gospel to the isolated
villages of UNreached people who have never heard
the Gospel!
We will also be going to China to serve the
underground church and bring the Gospel to those
who haven't heard. I believe God has some crazy
things planned for both teams and I am excited to see
how He will use our teams on the field and also the
teams that are praying us along and sending us from
back home!
We all play such a significant part in the Great
Commission (Matt. 28: 16-20). As the body of Christ,
the hand can't move without the arm, the foot can't
move without the leg just as people can't hear unless
they are told and we can't go unless we are sent!
Thank you for listening to the Father and being
obedient. He is faithful!
Have a wonderful and blessed Christmas season!

Love,

Celia
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HOPE: IN OUR WORLD
SHARING “ASLAN” IN “NARNIA”
By Bob O’Brien

The world is in turbulent times with the recent
simultaneous terrorist attacks in Paris, France and
even closer to home in San Bernardino, California.
Most of us can remember exactly where we were
during the terrorist attacks in New York City on
September 11, 2001 as we watched live on TV when
the Twin Towers came down. God’s chosen people
have been dealing with terrorism since they entered
the Promised Land when attacked by the Amalekites
(terrorists of their time), the ongoing attacks in Israel
by the Palestinians (formerly known as the
Philistines) and now Isis’ declaration of Jihad on
followers of Jesus around the world.
“Narnia”, an UNreached Muslim people group on the
continent of Africa came to us several years ago as the
GOTeam (glocal outreach team) prayed for a strategy
to serve the Lord cross-culturally. Since the Lord
placed “Narnia” on our hearts back in early 2012,
Hope Fellowship Church has sent seven (7) different
teams to serve in “Narnia”. These teams have ranged
in size from one to four people and in duration of ten
days up to six months. This recent expedition in
October ’15 was my fourth ten-day expedition within
the last three years and I was blessed to have my wife
(Sheila) as a co-laborer. This is a very important
outreach because it fulfills our Acts 1:8 strategy by
addressing the “Samaria, and the end of the earth”
element (“But you shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth”. Acts 1:8 NKJV).
When considering the current day headlines, one can
appreciate the significance of stemming the tide of
radical Islam. I have often times read that it is
important to be part of something that is bigger than
our self. This specific strategy allows our small body
of believers (HFC) to be part of a larger movement
that with God’s grace is endeavoring to take back the
continent of Africa by advancing the good news of
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Jesus throughout Africa and back into the Middle
East. While our government (along with its global
alliance) searches out a military solution, we
are able to participate in the spiritual battle against
the very same enemy. Our small role is to partner
with other teams along with indigenous believers to
reach “Narnia” for Jesus. We are blessed to be able to
assist several well established organizations that have
been in “Narnia” in some cases for over ten years and
are living among the people of “Narnia”, serving and
interacting with them on a daily basis. People within
these organizations teach English and provide other
services as a means to show the “Narnians” the love
of Jesus. The people of “Narnia” also have a large
population in France, which also offers another
strategic port of entry for us to gain access to this
UNreached people group.

A Mosque
During each expedition to Narnia we have been able
to take in more and more detail about this UNreached
people group and the unique culture in which they
live. It’s like many things, the first time you are
exposed to new surroundings, information comes at
you very fast. Having participated in two expeditions
this year enabled me to quickly become familiar with
the surroundings and connect many of the dots from
prior visits. There is much to learn and we have the
benefit of our association with teams that have been
serving there long before us as well as two
indigenous believers that always take very good care
of us. I have observed that Islam seems to be growing
or gaining strength as they continue to open new
larger mosques. We have also learned about Muslim
missionaries from Pakistan sending teams into
“Narnia” to exhort the Muslims to be more
obedient about their discipline to the adherence of
Islam.
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Continued from page 6,

In the course of this last expedition we launched
Hope4Narnia, which is a program inspired to create
a strong connection with four strategic villages and
their representatives. By identifying four villages we
can establish strong relationships with a limited
number of key people within each village with the
understanding that we will meet with them during
each return visit. This will also allow us to enter and
travel freely throughout the country without being
questioned by the local authorities about our motives.
We have identified four villages and visited each one
to explain our plan to donate English
reading/educational material during each subsequent
expedition. They are appreciative of our desire to
invest in their modest village libraries and look
forward to the partnership.

If you have a heart for this type of outreach we
would love for you to join a future expedition.
If you are learning how to speak French you
will have the benefit of speaking French
throughout the expedition because French is
quite common throughout Africa.
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years ago in preparation for Narnia I was able to gain
exposure to the Muslim culture by enrolling in an
expedition to Egypt which was an incredible
experience. It is a priceless experience when you serve
cross-culturally and for the first time can see how the
rest of the world sees the USA. When you experience
this type of expedition you are no longer at the mercy
of a person with a theory because you have
experienced it firsthand.
It is our prayer that the Lord will send two small
teams each year; one in the March/April timeframe
and a second in September. If you are able to do
without the creature comforts of home for ten days
and would like to be exposed to a Muslim UNreached
culture, this may be a great experience for you.
“Narnia” is a peaceful friendly country and very
welcoming to us. We stay at a local hotel with
running water, showers and Wi-Fi however the
electricity throughout the entire country is somewhat
unpredictable. Please search out Ben Olson or Bob
O’Brien to learn more.

Bob O’Brien
We were blessed to hear the testimonies of two
indigenous believers. Each included “dreams and
visions”, seeing a bright light in their dream, which
represented the love of Jesus. At least one of the
indigenous believers was later directed to read the
book of John, which ultimately led to his salvation
(five years ago). This individual found it necessary to
leave the comfort of his family because his father did
not support his newfound faith. He is persecuted by
his family even to this day and must fend for his own
material needs within a country that prides itself for
caring for one another. We also met a third person
who recently had similar dreams and visions
however had not yet received Jesus as Lord and
Savior, though definitely is in the seeking mode.
Not everybody is called to this type of
service/outreach. However, it is awesome to know
that if you feel called to this outreach, it is available
and relatively easy for you to jump in. Several

“Aslan” & “Narnia”?

The names are used here to protect the identities of a people and a
country that we are trying to reach with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
“Aslan” in the article title refers to Aslan the lion, main character in
C.S. Lewis’s books, The Chronicles of Narnia. He is King of Narnia,
representing all that is good, and at least in part, Jesus Christ.
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FROM THE HEART OF HOPE’S
WORSHIP TEAM
Song “Good, Good Father”
By Connie Somero
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we could ever sing is Yours. Thank You God that You’re
the One, in Jesus name, Amen.
So, may our desire be to do as God desires, making a
daily commitment to Him, not just calling on Him
when we are desperate, but spending time with Him

I’ve been soaking up the words from the song,

that He’s so deserving of. It helps us to stay focused

“Good Good Father”:

on Him throughout our day and gets us through each

“A tender whisper in the dead of the night,

moment. When something goes not as planned, we

He tells me He’s pleased and that we’re never alone,

have the strength to get through it.

I’ve seen many searching for answers far and wide,
But I know we’re all searching for answers only You can

‘A Live Worship Experience” Album
By Casting Crowns

provide, And You know just what we need before we say a
word, You’re a good, good Father…You’re perfect in all
Your ways to us...love so undeniable I can hardly speak,
peace so unexplainable I can hardly think , as You call me
deeper still, into love, love, love,
You’re a good, good Father, it’s who You are,

A story worth retelling
Reflections of God’s Faithfulness
Submitted by: Diane Seppala
Written by my sister, Nancy Babineau

and I am loved by You, It’s who I am….”
There are so many people who are hurting and going
through different things in their lives. This song is a
good reminder to all of us about how good and
faithful our Father is. We can turn to Him anytime
and He’s always there for us, never leaves us alone,
and He loves us unconditionally. I love how Casting
Crowns sings the song, and the prayer at the end says
it so beautifully...
"God, thank You so much that You’re a daddy to us. So
much of our time as believers, we can get lost in thinking
that You are just a book that we read, that You’re a goal
that we’re trying to reach. You’re a place that we go to once
a week, that You’re a lifestyle, You’re some sort of world
view. But God, we can’t lean on a worldview, we can’t cry
to a book. You’re a Father, You’re a good, good Father and
You’re not loving us because we are good, You’re loving us
because You’re good, God. The more we sing and the more
we pray, just remind us it’s a conversation with a Person

In God’s Word we read in Psalms 78: 2-4, a call to
remember God’s goodness:
“Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the
words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable:
I will utter dark sayings of old. Which we have heard and
known and our fathers have told us. We will not hide them
from their children, showing to the generation to come the
praises of the Lord, and his strength and his wonderful
works that he hath done.”

who loves us and knows everything about us, You deserve
every breath that comes out of us, every word, every note

After Mom passed away, Dad asked us if we would
help him to continue living in his home. He wanted
to stay there surrounded by the memories of the time
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he and Mom spent together. He said he would need
some help with the cooking, laundry and some of the
other things that Mom used to take care of. We began
that journey seven years ago, not knowing what the
future would hold, but knowing that it was God who
holds our future. We knew the task before us was
bigger than we were humanly capable of so we
sought help and guidance from the Lord.
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Our New Year’s Blessing
By Jordan Moody

We began to pray and ask the Lord to take care of
Dad, for only He knew what was best for Dad. We
prayed that He would keep Dad safe and give us
wisdom to know what to do.
Today, we can clearly see God’s faithfulness over the
past years and we praise Him for his goodness. Dad
had dementia for many years and we were told that it
would get worse as time went on. But the dementia
never advanced past the "loss of short term memory”
stage. He never forgot who his family was and
continued to be easy going, good natured, with a
quick wit and sense of humor. God protected Dad
from any serious harm or injuries. Our minds often
reeled with the “what ifs” when it came to Dad living
alone in the house. Amazingly Dad’s coordination
and reflexes barely diminished over the years until a
recent fall this past October. Dad fell in the driveway
while walking to the car, and what “could have been”
never happened, he ended up with a scrape on his
arm. We believe that the Lord allowed that fall to
show us there was a need for change in Dad’s care
and a trip to the Doctor's office revealed that his heart
was getting tired.
At that appointment, the Doctor commented how
seven years ago when he was told of the plan to help
Dad continue to live in his home, he thought to
himself that the plan was not going to work. He
confessed that he was wrong. He was amazed as to
how well “the plan” had been working all these years.
Diane told him that it was God’s Plan and it was the
Lord who was really taking care of Dad, and He was
allowing the family to have a small part in it. Today
as we celebrate Dad’s life, we want to praise the Lord
for His great faithfulness in taking care of Dad here
on earth and then peacefully bringing Dad home to
heaven. We trust that you too will seek to know, by
faith, the One True God of Heaven.

Jamie and I want to praise God for blessing us with
our first child, Charlotte Noelle. We never imagined
the joy this child brings into our lives. Above
Charley’s crib we have placed the words from
1 Samuel 1:27, “For this child I prayed, and the Lord has
granted the desires of my heart.”
This verse is talking about Hannah who prayed for a
child. God answered her prayer and blessed her with
Samuel. Hannah’s faith in God was incredible and her
commitment to Him unwavering. She gave Samuel to
the Lord to live and serve in the temple just a few
years after he was born. This account of Hannah and
Samuel has meant a lot to us. We desired a child and
God has granted our desires. Now we desire that this
child would follow in the footsteps of Samuel to grow
up and serve God with her life.
Read
more from
JORDAN
MOODY
at our
NEW
WEBSITE
hfcnh.org
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GET TO KNOW
ROB & BETH CLARK

Our Names and where we live:
Rob and Beth Clark
We live in Rindge.
Do you have other family members who live with
you?
Our daughter Hannah is 19 yrs old and attends Colby
Sawyer College. Our son, Zachary is 23 yrs old and
attends Granite State College, is working and recently
moved to Keene.
Where did you grow up?
We both grew up in Portland, Connecticut.
Can you tell us how you met?
We met in high school during Rob's junior year and
Beth's senior year when we both took the same classes
in biology and art.
Can you tell us something you appreciate about
each other?
Rob is a wonderful husband and father; very patient,
dependable and understanding.
Beth is loving, caring, and a thoughtful mother and
wife.
We both appreciate the close relationship each has
with our children.
What do you do for a living?
Rob is Principal of Jaffrey Rindge Middle School.
Beth currently works for Aubuchon Hardware in
Keene.
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What are your favorite hobbies?
Rob is involved with civic and community
organizations. He likes to work in the yard and has
done extensive renovations on our house over the
past 28 years. He enjoys tennis and golf.
Beth enjoys making crafts, sewing, decorating and
working in the garden.
What are some things you enjoy doing together? As
a family?
We enjoy traveling, going to antique shops,
renovating our house, working in the yard together.
As a family we have camped; spent many summers at
a beach house in Charlestown R.I. We have visited
Disney World many times with our children, as that is
Rob's happiest place on earth!
What brought you to Hope Fellowship Church?
We were searching for a new church and were
introduced to Hope by good friends seven years ago.
What is something you enjoy about Hope
Fellowship?
That it is a bible teaching church. The structure of the
leadership of the church. The worship and fellowship.
We have found the people at Hope very caring and
much like a family to us. We value this since both of
our families live in Connecticut.
If you were to leave a message to your children and
your grandchildren, what would it be?
Keep the Lord Jesus Christ first in your life. Keep
God's commandments. Trust in Him in all things.

Joke Jar
Q: In what school do you learn to make ice cream?
A: Sunday school
Q: What gets wetter the more it dries?
A: A towel
Q: What do you call an old snowman?
A: Water!
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER
By Bob O’Brien

SAVING
The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish
man spends whatever he gets. Proverbs 21:20 TLB

Saving is foresight
If you go to your life application Bible you will see
that this verse is talking about saving for the future.
Easy credit has many people living on the edge of
bankruptcy. The average person in the USA is three
weeks away from bankruptcy with little or no money
saved, significant debt, and is totally dependent on
the next week’s paycheck to keep the budget afloat.
The desire to keep up with “the Jones” and to
accumulate more pushes people to spend every
penny they earn (spend what you don’t have on
things that you don’t need to impress people that you
don’t even like). Don’t even get me going on the
growing trend of hoarding (another topic for another
day). Anyone that spends all that he has is spending
more than he can afford. A wise person puts money
aside for when he or she may have less (a savings to
draw on). God approves of foresight and restraint.
God’s people need to examine their life-styles to
determine whether their spending is God-pleasing of
merely self-pleasing.
Scripture commends the ant as a “saver”
Scripture encourages us to save. “The wise man saves
for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever
he gets” (Proverbs 21:20 TLB). The ant is commended
for saving for a future need. “Four things on earth are
small, yet they are extremely wise: Ants are creatures of
little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer;
(Proverbs 30:24-25 NIV). Having savings is the
opposite of being in debt. Saving is making provision
for tomorrow, but debt is presumption upon
tomorrow.
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The “Joseph Principle” and saving
You can refer to savings as the “Joseph Principle”,
because saving requires self-denial. Joseph instructed
Egypt to save during seven years of plenty to survive
during seven years of famine. Saving is denying
expenditure today so that you will have something to
spend in the future. One of the major reasons most
people are poor savers is the average person is
unwilling practice self-denial (YIKES!). Society and
peer pressure are constantly promoting immediate
gratification.
How to save and how much to save
The most effective way to save is to do it every time
you receive income (gift money, tax refunds, bonuses,
etc.). The same applies to giving. The first transaction
should be your gift back to the Lord (from where
everything comes), and the second transaction should
be to your savings. An automatic payroll deduction is
the easiest because you never see the money and it
insures regular and systematic saving (then take care
of the rest of your commitments). You can also set-up
in most checking accounts an automatic transfer into
a savings account within the same bank. If you save
each time you are paid (automatically), you will save
more and faster. The Bible doesn’t teach a percentage
to save however ten to twenty percent of your income
(before taxes) is a great goal. You may initially have to
start lower until you are able to bring your spending
habits into discipline, but set a goal each year to
increase the percentage. The sooner you start the
better. Many people receive a raise each year for the
cost of living (even if you are self employed); you
could apply that full increase amount to savings or
split among savings and giving until you reach your
% goals.
THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF SAVINGS
Long-Term Savings
Long-tern savings are intended to fund long-term
needs and goals, such as retirement income.

December 2015–February 2016/Winter

Hope Fellowship Church Newsletter

Page 12

Continued from page 11,

Individual retirement accounts (IRA’s) or workplace
401(k)’s fall into this category and except for extreme
emergencies, these savings should not be used for any
other purpose. They could be called “never-to-spend”

1. Marriage is made up of two good forgivers.
Because every marriage is made up of two sinners.
(Romans 3:23)
2. At some point, you will have to learn that life isn’t

savings.”

all about you. It’s not a fun realization, but the sooner
Short-Term Savings
Short-term savings should be in an account that is
easily accessible, which may include interest-bearing
accounts, mutual funds, and so forth. These are
designed to be used for planned future spending:
buying or replacing items such as appliances,
automobiles and major home repairs. You can even
set up several savings accounts within your bank
account to help you better manage this process. Shortterm savings should also be set aside for emergencies:
illness, loss of job, or other interruption of income
(financial experts recommend you save the equivalent
of three to six months of income for this fund alone).
This information is from the Life Application Bible, Crown
Financial “Biblical Financial Study”, and the “school of hard

the better. (Philippians 2:3)
3. Don’t listen to women that tell you that passion
fades…it doesn’t have to! (um…all of Song of
Solomon)
4. Don’t give up. Love never fails. (1 Cor. 13)
5. He wants a kind wife, not a maid or another
mother. Be nice. (Galatians 5:22-23)
6. Give your husband the gift of your respect. He
needs it more than you know. (Ephesians 5:33)
7. Be mindful of your expectations.
8. Honor the Lord above all things. (Colossians 3: 17)

knocks”. There is a small group study offered by Crown
Financial, led by Bob & Sheila O’Brien. The series covers

9. Find your worth and security in the Lord, and

the major stewardship topics and can help you develop

don’t look to your husband to meet all of your

a balanced Biblical approach that when followed will

needs.

lead to reduced financial strain and a great plan while
still relying fully on the Lord. If you would like to learn
more about biblical principles of stewardship please

10. Be very careful about reading romance novels,
they set you up for an unrealistic view of romance.

speak to Bob O’Brien at church or you can also call or

11. Real romance is finding that one spot in the

text at 603-831-4952.

crook of his arm to snuggle into, that shared look
over the dinner table when the kids are acting crazy,

20

and the way he fixes the leaky sink when he is dog-

Things Every Married Woman
Needs To Know from joyforney.org
Submitted by Diane Seppala

Are you a married woman? Engaged? Newlywed? Well, this
advice comes hard earned and from much wisdom. My
parents speak at Family Life Marriage Conferences and have
done so since I was 16 {I won’t tell you how long that’s been!}
Much of this advice comes from them. It doesn’t matter if you
are engaged, are a newlywed, or have been married 47 years.
These truths carry on because God’s Word carries on!

tired after work.
12. Love is about relationship. The more I love my
husband, and seek a relationship with him, the less
critical and duty-bound I become. It is similar to my
relationship with God.
13. Be thankful for the husband you have. Accept
him as he is, not for what you want him to be.
14. Don’t compare! Don’t buy into the game of
comparing him with anyone else’s husband.
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15. The Biblically “normal” marriage is filled with

RECIPES TO SHARE

joy, connection, laughter, and peace. It’s not free of
hurt feelings and conflict, but they know how to
process their pain with one another so that they live
more often in a meadow than at the scene of a train
wreck. This is not the average marriage, but it is
normal – -because it is a visible display of Jesus’
relationship with His bride (Ephesians 5:22-33).
16. Your marriage is a testimony!
17. Pray for your marriage. Pray hard.
18. I’ve heard that is gets better with age. I have to

Butternut Squash and Chicken Vegetable Soup
Ingredients:
2 carrots, peeled and cubed
1 cup butternut squash, peeled and cubed
1 small sweet potato, peeled and cubed
½ yellow onion, quartered
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 cup water
4 cups chicken stock, store-bought or homemade
2-3 cups cooked and shredded chicken breast
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 teaspoon Perfect Pinch Italian Seasoning
1 teaspoon sea salt
¼ teaspoon cracked pepper
2 cups baby spinach

say in my short {16 year} experience,that is so true.
19. Where there is God, there is always hope. Even
for the most broken marriages. “With God all things
are possible.” (Matthew 19:26)
20. Marriage is commitment and sacrifice. But it’s
also the best, most wild ride you will ever have with
your best friend.
NEW in the Nursery
A daughter, Hadley Ruth, on October 14, 2015, to
Olaf and Rona Nordahl, Ava, Maddox & Mason.
A daughter, Zara Ann, on October 15, 2015, to
Matt and Krista Saari, Mia & Weston.
A daughter, Madison Rose, on December 8, 2015,
to Jon & Meghan Caruana.
A daughter, Charlotte Noelle, on January 3, 2016,
to Jordan & Jamie Moody.

SAVE THE DATES!

With Clarence & Brenda Shuler
Hope Fellowship Church, New Ipswich, NH

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. First toss the vegetables in the
olive oil and sprinkle with salt and pepper. Roast for 30-40
minutes or until the vegetables are tender. Meanwhile, bring
the chicken stock to a simmer in a large stockpot. Add the
chicken, garlic, Italian Seasoning and salt and pepper. Cover
and cook while the vegetables are roasting, for about 15
minutes. Add half the vegetables to the soup and place the
other half in a blender. Make sure to put all of the onion
quarters into the blender. Puree the vegetables with the 1
cup of water. Add the vegetable puree and baby spinach to
the soup. Simmer for 5-10 minutes, until the spinach is wilted
and the soup is hot. Adjust seasonings to your taste.
Submitted by Laura Sauvola
No-Bake Granola Bites
Ingredients:
2 cups quick oats
1 cup crispy rice cereal (like Rice Krispies)
1 cup creamy peanut butter
1 cup ground flaxseed
1 cup mini chocolate chips
2/3 cup honey or agave nectar
1 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
2 tablespoons coconut oil
Combine all the ingredients together in a large bowl, mixing
gently so the crispy rice cereal doesn't get crushed. Mix until
well-combined.
Using a cookie scoop, drop rounded tablespoonful-sized
portions onto a parchment or wax paper lined cooking sheet
and roll the portion between your palms. Refrigerate for 1-2
hours. At this point you can serve them chilled or store in a
large container or ziploc bags. Refrigerate or Freeze. We like
to freeze them.
From melskitchencafe.com
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Happy Birthday!

DECEMBER
1-Elijah Ketola
1-Talen White
1-Kristel Wooster
3-Ezra Wooster
4-Heather Sauvola
5-Katie Aho
7-Julia Matson
9-Robert Seppala
10-Sawyer Aho
10-David Salo
12-Amy Holombo
12-Teri Holombo
13-Cal Holombo
13-Kylee Ojala
14-Decker Ketola
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Birthday!

JANUARY

19-Holden Lehtonen
20-Shara Heagy
20-Damon Ketola

5-Lillian Knisley

3-Todd Somero

7-William Somero

4-Brenda Sikkila

.
7-Lyan Stenersen

5-John Haase

10-Graham Heagy

8-Peter Kangas

15-Victoria Ojala

9-Silas West

20-Reval Seppala

10-Heidi Aho

22-Donald Cramb

10-Denver Wooster

24-Shane Matson

11-Jody Ojala

25-Kelsey Rautiola

13-Mark (Merf) Aho

25-Charlize Sauvola

14-Randy Kangas

26-Grant Ketola

16-Shari Aho

28-Seraphina Hodgson

16-Sofia Anderson

29-Alec Sauvola

16-Amber Ketola

31-Braedon Hill

17-Jordan Sauvola
20-Dawn Bishop
20-Mike Haase

Happy Anniversary
DECEMBER
27-Mr. & Mrs. Matt Saari
28-Mr. & Mrs. Greg Hodgson

21-Paige Saari
22-Emari Traffie
22-Tiffany Wooster

JANUARY
1-Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Ketola
1-Mr. & Mrs. James Weimann

23-Eliana Somero
23-Nick Somero
25-Jocelyn Ojala
26-Kristen Traffie
27-Jeanne Haase

FEBRUARY
1-Karissa Hill

17-David Sikkila
18-Benjamin Krook

Happy Birthday!

2-Lindy Sikkila

15-Tyra Aho
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FEBRUARY
2-Mr. & Mrs. Cal Holombo
14-Mr. & Mrs. Hans Ojala
14 -Mr. & Mrs. Hank Somero
27-Mr. & Mrs. Lars Traffie

28-Laura Ojala
29-Tyra Gibson

See hfcnh.org for purchasing tickets. Sales support Hope Building fund.
Construction of building is underway at 16 Prescott Rd., Jaffrey, NH.

21-Sharlene Seppala
23-Rowan Somero
23-Monica Somero
26-Evan Hill
26-Scott Wooster

Key Verse to Memorize:
If any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask of God, who gives to
all liberally and without reproach
and it will be given to him
James 1:5 NKJV

