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Now that I, your Lord and teacher have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you. John 13:14-15 
 
I have been serving for almost a year as an Elder at Hope Fellowship. I feel blessed and humbled to be able to 
serve with the elder team. Each week we meet on Wednesday evenings. We always start our meetings with 
prayer time and we have been doing a mini bible study on how to be a servant and what that should look like 
in our lives. Some of the character traits of being a servant are as follows: 

• Surrendering to the Lord 
• Being consistent in our lives 
• Being compassionate 
• Being disciplined 
• Having good work ethics 
• Having patience 
• Being transparent 

 
I have been challenged and encouraged in this study. It’s challenged me because the men in the Bible are our 
examples. They were human, yet they were sold out for the Lord. I found it encouraging because I know that 
with the Lord in my life, I can continue to learn and grow to become the servant he wants me to be.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you. Please continue to pray for each of us on the Elder’s team. 
 
“Lord Jesus, you are the perfect example of every consistency in every aspect of life. Like Paul, I long to fall in 
love with You and follow obediently in your steps that I will be able to tell another, ‘Follow me as I follow 
Christ.’ Work in my life through your Word and Spirit until You are satisfied that I am an example of Christ-
like consistency.” (Frank Eiklor; (2008) The Pauline Pattern of Servant-Leadership) 
 
I love you all, 
	
Aaron Seppala

 

 Elder’s Note  
   Jesus as Our Leader 
   “The Ultimate Example showing us how to serve” 
 
					By	Aaron	Seppala 
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HOPE FOR OUR CHURCH 
HFC Annual Meeting Recap 
Submitted	by	Rob	Clark	
 
If you were unable to attend the 2016 Hope 
Fellowship Church Annual Meeting, here is a quick 
review of what took place. 
 
The HFC annual church meeting was held on 
Saturday, January 28, 2017 with 46 members in 
attendance. 
 
Elder Chair Ben Olson opened up the meeting by 
gratefully welcoming those who were in 
attendance.  He gave a brief and informative history 
of how far the church has come since its inception in 
2004.  Ben explained that the purpose of the annual 
meeting was to bring the congregation up to speed 
on how God had been working in each of HFC 
ministries throughout the year.  He emphasized 
that, “God go over all, pre-eminent above everything, 
coming first before all we do in the church”  He gave 
thanks to God for each individual who has served 
and is currently serving, asking for wisdom through 
humility, seeking repentance in giving everything to 
God.  
 
Teaching Elder, Jordan Moody gave the opening 
prayer and then proceeded to give his 2016 report.  
2 Cor. 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you, and 
My power is made perfect in weakness.” Jordan 
shared that he has leaned on these words throughout 
these past several months and that he is humbled and 
thankful that God has allowed him to pastor here at 
Hope Fellowship Church. He enthusiastically 
exclaimed “look at what God has done over the past 
year, sinners bound together...  Jordan  recapped his 
sermon series beginning with “Less is More”, moving 
through Ecclesiastes, Nehemiah, Easter, discipleship 
teaching, small groups, Daniel and ending with the 
Christmas series.  His church goals moving forward 
are to continue his duties preaching each week, work 
closely with Jody to continue developing an 
administrative office system and expand his 
availability to provide individual, couples and 
premarital counseling services.  His personal goal is 
to complete his master’s degree.     
 

 
 

Lars Traffie followed  by explaining the role of the 
Elders, who are called to seek God’s direction 
through continued prayer, lifting up each spiritual 
and physical need of the HFC congregation.  During 
this past year the elders instituted a new initiative to 
help improve communication by scheduling three all-
ministry meetings per year.  The elders are charged 
with reviewing and updating the HFC by-laws, 
provide oversight of staff, make business decisions 
concerning the running of HFC based on God’s word, 
conduct annual elder and deacon nomination search 
and selections, schedule membership classes, facilitate 
conferences, bring in guest speakers and provide the 
spiritual and emotional care of the church body.   
 
Following the elders report, about 90 minutes were 
spent having each leader speak on behalf of their 
particular ministry.  There was an open exchange of 
questions and observations that will become part of 
our ongoing conversations as the leaders meet 
together throughout the year.  A large portion of the 
discussion focused on the extraordinary progress that 
continues to be made over this past year with the 
church building project.   God has blessed us with His 
faithfulness, providing for every need with the 
provisions and individuals required to accomplish 
this task.  After a review of the 2016 HFC financial 
report, a motion was made and accepted to move 
$100,000.00 from the General fund to the Building 
fund.  It was estimated that an additional $67,000.00 is 
needed to complete the building project, enough to 
obtain a certificate of occupancy permit.  Ten 
businesses/families were approached to donate 
$6,700.00 each.  Eight had committed to donating, 2 
were praying. 
 
In new business, four concerns were offered up for 
discussion.  The first was a question of whether the 
Worship leader position should be a part time, 
compensated position. The Worship leader responded 
by saying that his focus right now is to get into the 
new church building.  He will do what he can to 
balance worship team responsibilities and his other 
work.  He asked for prayer.   The second concern 
questioned whether the Elders have a salary plan for 
Jordan?  It was explained that there is a salary plan 
and there will be an annual review in June.  There  
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(Continued from page 3) 
was an inquiry made to whether or not there was a 
target move in date for the new church building. The  
building team hoped to move in April 1st desiring to 
hold a “practice service” on April 9th and then our 
Easter service on April 16th.  Finally, it was asked 
whether there will be a week off coming up for Jordan 
in his preaching schedule. Jordan will be taking two 
weeks off; the last week in March, first week in April. 
There was a wish expressed for hearing what the 
Holy Spirit is doing in the lives of the other Hope 
Elders.  The group was reminded that the Elders take 
turns sharing during Sunday morning devotion. 
 
Rob Clark closed the meeting in prayer at 12:07pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Robert Clark 
 

Hope Fellowship Church High School 
Student Ministry  
Submitted	by	Jordan	Moody	
	
I have heard it said before, “A church without youth 
is a church without a future.” Training the young for 
the future is a biblical model of discipleship. The 
classic example of Paul (the elder) training his 
spiritual son Timothy (the youth) to take up the 
mantle and lead in Paul’s absence is a pattern every 
Christian should seek to follow. Thankfully here at 
Hope Fellowship Church there is no shortage this. I 
know there are many people who have strong 
convictions regarding the vital importance of training 
up the youth of today to serve the church for 
tomorrow. I recently saw a statistic that said that 59% 
of millennial Christians that grew up in church 
environments will leave the church. This is a 
staggering statistic and one that we as a church need 
to take seriously.  What are we doing with the youth 
to build our future?   
 
I am currently reading an interesting book entitled 
“Start With Why” by Simon Sinek. This book has 
brought some interesting concepts to light for me as a 
leader. The main idea is that people don’t buy WHAT 
you do, they buy WHY you do it. This got me 
thinking about how it is often easier to prescribe to  
 

 
 

youth WHAT they should be doing instead of WHY 
they should do it. Teaching the WHAT of 
Christianity has short term results, but teaching the 
WHY builds long term sustainability. I desire long 
term sustainability and I most of all want the youth to 
recognize WHY they believe in God and trust in Jesus 
as their Savior, not just prescribing some sort of short 
term outward conformity to a certain standard.  
Thankfully, these same thoughts have been taught for 
many years here at Hope and we are already seeing 
the benefit of it through a variety of youth who are 
serving in so many ways in our church or who have 
moved on to serve the Lord elsewhere. This is 
something Hope has sought to maintain as an 
important conviction and continue to improve on in 
the future. Which is why we are excited to announce 
that our first Youth Group, recently renamed High 
School Student Ministry, met this last Sunday.  
 

 
 
We had a fantastic meeting with over 20 students 
coming out to play games, eat food, hear a lesson on 
Jesus and Identity, and spend time hanging out. The 
newly renovated Youth Center next to the office in 
Jaffrey has been a huge blessing to the youth. The 
environment provides an atmosphere that fosters 
relationships and discipleship. It is warm and 
welcoming and is complete with a ping-pong table 
and fireplace. However, this space in the office is only 
the beginning. There are a lot of plans already going 
into place for the location at the new building. It will 
be bigger and provide a perfect hybrid location for 
both an intimate coffee-house style environment with 
access to the multi-purpose area for games and 
activities. This will be ideal for hosting game nights,   
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(Continued from page 4) 
volleyball, and other activities for the youth, while at  
the same time providing a location in the youth center 
where spiritual relationships can be built.  
 
Recently, Ethan and Amber Ketola have stepped 
back from their heavy involvement in the Youth 
Group. We want to publicly thank them for the 
many hours and faithfulness they put in over 
several years. Their schedules are changing rapidly 
and we both agreed it be best to take some time away 
and allow the Student Ministry to reshape and 
regroup for the exciting future ahead in our new 
location. Ethan will still remain a part of the group 
and be teaching off and on as the ministry continues 
and time allows. For the time being, I will be doing 
the major chunk of the teaching and organizing, 
supported with Asia and Shane Raasio stepping up 
into key Student Ministry Leadership roles.  
 
Asia is going to be merging her High School Girls 
group into the High School Student Ministry group 
on Sunday nights so that she can cut back on her 
weekly girls meeting and teaching and give her full 
devotion to the student ministry. Lars and Angela 
Traffie have also been heavily involved with design 
and vision and will continue to do so moving 
forward. But the plan is of now to meet every 
Sunday night from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Jaffrey Youth 
Center. Please follow us on Instagram  
(@hope4students ) and on Remind text alerts to stay 
up to date to what is going on.  
 
Please be in prayer about how you can serve and get 
involved training the youth to be the future leaders of 
the church. We are always in need of people to help 
provide food, snacks and even help organize games 
and events. We of course also desire people to come 
alongside and mentor these young men and women. 
Please encourage all high-schoolers to make it a point 
to come out on Sunday nights. Most of all, please 
pray for us that the Lord would train up new leaders 
from this group to serve Christ and the Church in 
the future.  
 
Jordan Moody  
 

 
 

 

Small Group Finds Harmony 
By	Jeanne	Haase	
	
Small groups provide a way for people to grow in the 
Word of God, in relationship with others, and grow in 
service to each other in a smaller context than Sunday 
mornings….and it works! Our wonderful Home 
Group has been meeting since September.  During 
our gatherings we enjoy a short time of praise & 
worship, a study of the previous Sunday’s sermon, a 
time of prayer, and last but not least—food and 
fellowship!   
 
The picture below was taken during our Christmas 
party last December, where lots of laughter and food 
were enjoyed.  Hearts were knit together as histories 
were shared, trials and joys expressed, and, again, 
there was food everywhere! Many shared about joys 
and trials of leaving their home country or state or 
leaving areas where they’d lived for decades as they 
established new roots here in the Monadnock Region. 

Our small group is primarily comprised of parents of 
older children / “Empty Nesters” and we could 
probably be described as the most diverse small 
group of Hope Fellowship.  We represent Cuba, 
Guatemala, Puerto Rico, Germany as well as Kansas, 
Missouri, Michigan, California, Long Island, Ohio, 
South Dakota, Minnesota, and Massachusetts.   
 
We look forward to deepening our relationships with 
Christ and with each other and to find ways to reach 
out to the community.  For information about our 
group please call Mike Haase at 603-860-1391 or 
Jeanne Haase at 603-562-5702 
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“Breaking Free” an Exciting Redo 
By	Laura	Sauvola	
 
The women at Hope Fellowship have just started Beth 
Moore’s “Breaking Free” Bible study. I had done this 
study many years ago but I’m happy to be doing it 
again because there was so much to learn from it that 
I know I will get so much more out of doing it again.  
 
There are many other women in our study that have 
also done it before but are excited to do it again. The 
Bible never gets old and God’s word always comes 
alive to me in different ways at different stages in my 
life when I take the time to read and study it. So even 
if the study is one many of us have done I’m praying 
God will use it to bless us all right where we are at in 
our lives today.  
 
If you don’t mind joining a study after it has started, 
we would love to have you, just contact me at 603-
801-7767. This study will go through May and then 
we will take a break for the summer.  
 
 

	

Snapshot of Our Junior Girl’s Group 
By	Julia	Sauvola	
	
Every Tuesday night, from 6:30-8 pm, about fifteen 
girls, ages 8-12 come to our home at 111 Wheeler 
Road in New Ipswich.  We have a lesson, then play 
games and have snacks at the end.  Cancellations are 
posted on Hope Fellowship’s Facebook page. 
 
 

 
 

New Way to Share Prayer Requests 
 
Since 2012, Beth Clark has been taking note of the 
prayer requests on Sunday mornings and writing 
them out for the next week’s bulletin.  She’s faithfully 
done that week after week! Thank you Beth Clark! 
Recently she asked to take a sabbatical and the timing 
coincides with the near completion of our new church 
building.  The Elders have been thinking about the 
Prayer and Share time and the changes a larger space 
will bring.  They’d like to continue receiving prayer 
requests and praying for them but in a different way, 
starting now. Here are thoughts from Pastor Jordan: 
 
Here at Hope Fellowship Church we value prayer 
and we have made it a point to have an elder led 
Prayer & Share time in our services. Time set apart 
for prayer will never change in our church services. 
However, due to the increased capacity and size of 
our new facility, our traditional Prayer and Share 
time may have to be altered in order to adequately 
hear everyone’s requests.  
 
Therefore, we’ve thought of collecting your requests 
each week and compiling an up to date list of urgent 
and on-going prayer requests for our entire church 
body. This list will be in the Elder’s hands when they 
lead the congregation in prayer and may even be 
distributed to the Hope Small Groups for further 
prayer during the week. The Elders are in prayer 
about moving forward with this. 
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JOIN “HOPE FOR FRIENDS” GROUP 
TO START MEETING IN MAY 2017 

 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP FOR YOUNG ADULTS  

with disabilities  
 

MORE INFO: EMAIL SECRETARY@HFCH 



 
GET TO KNOW  
Bob and Joy Seppala 
 

 
 
1. What town do you live in? 
Rindge. 
 
2. Where did you grow up? 
Joy: Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Bob: Rindge, New Hampshire 
 
3. How did you meet your spouse? 
Joy: After I moved to NH, we met through a mutual 
friend at a sledding party. 
  
4. What is your job? 
Joy: Full time mom and grandma 
Bob: Estimator 
  
5. Can you tell us something you appreciate today 
about your spouse? 
Bob: How much love she shows towards others. 
Joy: He is a great husband and father.  He is patient and 
loving and is adored by our kids and grandkids. 
 
 6. How many children and grandchildren do you 
have? 
We have ten children, nine are married and the last one 
is getting married in June.  We have twenty-three 
grandchildren. 
 
7. What do you enjoy doing together with your 
children? 
We just enjoy all being together, whether it’s camping, 
cookouts, birthday parties… 
 

 
 
8. What are your favorite hobbies? 
Bob: Cross-country skiing, mountain biking, hunting 
and fishing. 
Joy: Hiking, cross-country skiing, reading and mountain 
biking. 
  
9. What brought you to Hope Fellowship Church? 
We were looking for a church where we could grow in 
Christ. 
 
10. What is something you enjoy about Hope 
Fellowship? 
The way the worship and services are (done), the people 
and the solid Bible-based teaching. 
 
11. Are you currently serving at Hope and in what 
roles? 
Bob: Elder and Worship team 
Joy: Deaconess 
 
12. Who has been the most influential person in your 
life? 
Bob: My parents. 
Joy: Over the years, there have been many of them but I 
guess most of all it would be my parents who influenced 
me the most. 
 
13. Is there a message you would leave with your 
children, your children’s children and others when 
you are gone? 
Love God and love others as yourself.  Put God first in 
all things.  You will find joy and contentment in serving 
others. 
 
 
 
 

	
	 	

Joke Jar 
Q: What do you get when you cross a cow and a 
duck? 
A: Milk and “Quackers”! 
 
Q: What do you call a pig who plays basketball? 
A: A ball hog! 

Q: Why are frogs so happy? 
A: They eat whatever bugs them! 
 
Q: How do trees get into a computer? 
A: They log in! 
 
Q: What did one pencil say to the other pencil? 
A: You’re looking sharp! 
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HOPE FOR FAMILIES 
 
You are Helping Him Raise the Next 
Generation 
By	Shari	Aho	
 
Just Think . . . 
By	Roy	Lessin	
 

Just think, you’re here not by chance, 
but by God’s choosing. 
His hand formed you 
and made you 
the person you are. 
He compares you to no one else - 
you are one of a kind.  
You lack nothing 
that His grace can’t give you, 
He has allowed you to be here 
at this time in history 
to fulfill His special purpose  
for this generation. 
 

When I came upon this poem, I thought its 
encouragement is so fitting for everyone - man, 
woman and child. But today my heart goes out to all 
of our young mommies.  We are in the winter months 
of flu bugs and colds that have seemed to be on 
double duty this year, leaving you and your little 
ones “cabin bound”.  
 
Rest in knowing that our Heavenly Father knows just 
where you are at, because He has you here for a very 
special purpose. You are helping Him raise the next 
generation during health and sickness! He WILL 
supply your every need in this endeavor.  
Look up and focus on Him, lean on His strength. 
Pause and praise Him in the middle of dusty corners, 
overflowing laundry baskets and sticky floors. 
 
Our souls and the ones we love are worth far more to 
God than anything else! Be encouraged busy 
mommies, we can soon say, “See! The winter is past; the 
rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the  
season of singing has come; the cooing of doves is heard in 
our land.” Song of Songs (NIV) 2:11-12 
 

 
 

RECIPE TO SHARE 
 
BEST CHOCOLATE CAKE  
on the FACE OF THE EARTH 
	

1	½	c.	flour	
2	c.	sugar	
¾	c.	baking	cocoa	
2	tsp.	baking	soda	
1	tsp.	baking	powder	
1	tsp.	salt	
1	c.	strong	coffee	
1	c.	buttermilk	
½	c.	vegetable	oil	
1	tsp.	vanilla	
2	eggs	
	
Preheat	oven	to	350	degrees.	Combine	flour,	sugar,	
baking	cocoa,	baking	soda,	baking	powder	and	salt	in	
large	bowl.		Add	coffee,	buttermilk,	vegetable	oil,	vanilla	
and	eggs.		Beat	on	medium	speed	for	2	minutes.		Batter	
will	be	thin.		Pour	into	a	greased	9x13	pan.		Bake	for	35-
40	minutes.		Cool	before	frosting.	
	
MOCHA COCOA FROSTING 
1/3	c.	melted	butter 
1/2	tsp.	vanilla	
3	c.	powdered	sugar	
1/2	c.	baking	cocoa	
1/2	tsp.	salt	
1/3	c.	black	coffee	
	
Mix	all	ingredients	together	in	mixing	bowl	until	
smooth.		Spread	on	top	of	cooled	cake.	Amazing!	This	
cake	never	fails	to	please.		Submitted	by	Ashley	Seppala	
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HOPE FOR THE WORLD 

Note from Nicaragua 
By	Ronnie	and	Tandy	Seppala	
 
Hello Hope Fellowship, 
We have had a few changes in our lives since we last 
wrote. 
We’ve moved! As 2016 came to a close we knew it 
was time to leave our home by the airport. The house 
was not secure and being targeted for theft. We were 
praying about putting Nathaniel in a school on the 
outskirts of the city, which would also require 
relocation. We trusted the Lord to provide as He 
willed. 

Our	New	Home	
 
In December God brought us to a home that is more 
than we could have hoped for: close to the school 
Nathaniel would study at, close to the Bell’s and 
Sandall’s where teams stay, on a quiet side street with 
a big yard and a well-designed interior, with a kind 
owner, all at an amazingly low rental price. A miracle. 
 

	
Church	Members	who	served	in	2016 

 

 
 
In January the church had its annual meeting. We 
could note significant growth in unity and maturity 
among the members. We rejoice to see so many 
willing to work. At least thirty people were at the 
thank you luncheon for those who served in 2016, and 
close to forty are actively serving this year according 
to their gifts and calling. There are six participating in 
the baptismal class and others interested. 
 
The school year began in February. The move and 
generous donations made it possible for Nathaniel to 
start at Nicaragua Christian Academy, Nejapa.  
 
Ronnie is teaching Bible at El Padul and leading 
devotionals for the student body and for the teachers. 
Ronnie has been given an office on campus, where he 
can study and counsel more effectively. 
 
We know our God is at work in life’s new rhythms. 
Your generous support gives us added courage to 
forge ahead. We live humbled and grateful. 
 
With love, 
Ronnie and Tandy Seppala 
 

Feb.	2017-Nathaniel	&	Lydia	on	his	first	day	of	preschool	
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FOR A MOMENT THE WORLD WAS 
AGLOW 
Our December Trip to Nicaragua 
By	Jody	Ojala	
	
The mission team going to Nicaragua was 
shorthanded. It was almost December 1st, departure 
day. There weren’t enough travelers to check on the 
duffel bags, fifty pounds each, carefully packed with 
clothing and goods.  The contents would become 
Christmas and graduation gifts for 400 students and 
their teachers at the Christian school, El Padul in 
Managua. “Mom, you need to go!” my kids told me.  
My daughter Melonie was part of the team, her first 
mission trip.  I had been once, December 2012. Could 
I go again on short notice? I decided to try. Four days 
later I was on the plane with the team. 
 
My sister Tandy, her husband Ronnie, their two small 
children, Nathaniel and Lydia, were waiting at the 
airport in Managua.  It was about 11 pm.  Weary, we 
learned that three of our duffle bags didn’t make it to 
Managua. We worried. The next day we planned to 
make up 400 gift bags for the students and now a 
whole bag of size 5/6 children’s clothing was missing 
along with 2 other bags of vital supplies. 
 
The Lord provided miraculously! We found black 
trash bags of leftover clothing from years past stashed 
at the host home. We dug through them and found 
what we needed.  It was a long day of work. Tandy 
and two other Nicaraguan ladies toiled tirelessly 
alongside our team putting together outfits 
personally fit for each child.  Though poor, 
Nicaraguans love to dress nicely.   
 
I began to notice the likenesses we have with the 
people of El Padul.  We watched their Christmas 
Cantata and it reminded me of our Christmas 
programs at Hope.  Tandy, as director, was grateful 
for the way the children performed.  There had been 
so many challenges to pray through to get to that day. 
I’ve helped with our Sunday school programs and 
understood. We smiled and teared up, watching the 
children perform, hearing them sing. I thought, 
“What if I hadn’t come!” I was glad I did. 
A few days later, there was a special year-end 
celebration for teachers at Rosemarie and Orlando’s,  

 
our host home. A little “store” was set up, much like 
our “Threads” store in Jaffrey. Tables of used clothing, 
shoes, household things and new personal items, 
were beautifully arranged. Each teacher was given a 
large tote bag to fill with a select amount of items, free 
of charge.  “Imagine that you hadn’t bought yourself 
a single thing for a year and then you’re handed a bag 
and allowed to choose clothing and things for 
yourself and your family. That’s what this is to them.”  
I saw the quiet joy on their faces and Tandy’s too as 
they chose their “purchases”. 

 
To be in Nicaragua for a week, sharing their joys and 
trials was like the words from Mary’s Boy Child, the 
song that El Padul students learned in English and 
sang at the Cantata. “For a moment, the world was 
aglow, all the bells rang out; the people shouted let 
everyone know, there is hope for all to find peace.”   
 
At one of our team devotions, we were told that 
Christ is the equalizer who brings together the rich 
and poor, young and old, healthy and sick, making us 
One on level ground.  We are all sinners in need of a 
Savior. There in Nicaragua, Christ brought us 
together to share for a moment, a glow of oneness. 
 
The next trip is planned for June. People are needed 
to check on duffel bags and help with Vacation Bible 
school, June 16th-24th, 2017.  Are you willing? You’ll 
need an updated passport. Contact Marla Somero, 
603-769-9661 and tell her you’ll go!  
 
 
 

Darci	Somero,	Melonie	Ojala,	Angeline	of	Nicaragua,	&	Bella	Somero 

WINTER 2017                                     Hope Fellowship Church Newsletter                                      Page 10 



 
	

HOPE FOR MARRIAGES 
Submitted	by	Mark	and	Teri	Holombo	
	

Time for Romance 
By	Barbara	Rainey	
 
“I am my beloved’s and his desire is for me.”  
Song of Solomon 7:10 
So often, a man thinks romancing his wife means 
buying a certain gift or doing a certain thing or 
creating a certain situation.  And, yet, all of these 
things can communicate romance to a woman.  But 
romance for us is all about relationship and time, 
about feeling safe and accepted, about simply being 
together. 
 
So, when I think of a true, romantic memory, I’m 
taken back to one September when Dennis took a 
whole day off work—not to clean the garage or go 
fishing or catch up on some writing, but just to spend 
it with me and do whatever I wanted to do. 
 
We enjoyed a leisurely breakfast.  We worked in the 
yard for a while, feeling the first cool snatches of fall 
through our flannel shirts.  Then we went inside, 
cleaned up a little, hopped in the car and just took off.  
We drove for several hours, stopping where we 
wanted, doing what we wanted.   
 
And in a sense, it was almost like being on our 
honeymoon to me.  For those few hours, we had no 
responsibilities.  No one else to worry about.  We 
were just out having fun together.  On an autumn 
afternoon, I had Dennis all to myself, away from 
everyday demands of work and parenting and 
pressure.  We talked and laughed together all day 
long.  It was absolutely wonderful. 
 
No, it wasn’t the typical sweep-me-off-my-feet 
moment.  I didn’t feel like I was being carried to the 
castle to live happily ever after.  It was much richer 
and sweeter and deeper than all of that.  It was 
romance in its purest form, being chosen as my 
husband’s delight, seeing his love for me in the joy he 
found by spending a day…just with me. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOPE THROUGH WORSHIP 
 

“Sometimes believers think they’ll just confess to God 
but not to one another.  I found in my own life, in 
dealing with pride and fear, that saying it out loud 
takes the power away from it.  Confessing sin and 
everything going on in our lives leads to restoration” 
(Francesca Battistelli, newsreleasetoday.com). 
 
“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed. The effective, 
fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 
James 5:16 NKJV 
 
IF WE'RE HONEST 
Song	By	Francesca	Battistelli	
 
Truth is harder than a lie 
The dark seems safer than the light 
And everyone has a heart that loves to hide 
I'm a mess and so are you 
We've built walls nobody can get through 
Yeah it may be hard 
But the best thing we could ever do ever do 
 
CHORUS: 
(So) Bring your brokenness and I'll bring mine 
'Cause love can heal what hurt divides 
And mercy's waiting on the other side 
If we're honest, if we're honest 
 
Don't pretend to be something that you're not 
Living life afraid of getting caught 
There is freedom found 
When we lay our secrets down at the cross 
At the cross 
 
Bridge 
It would change our lives 
It would set us free 
It's what we need to be  
 
CCLI	Song	#	7006197Francesca	Battistelli	|	Jeff	Pardo	|	Molly	Reed	©	Word	Music,	LLC	(a	div.	of	Word	Music	Group,	Inc.)Da	
Bears	Da	Bears	Da	Bears	(Admin.	by	Capitol	CMG	Publishing)	Meaux	Jeaux	Music	(Admin.	by	Capitol	CMG	
Publishing)Francesca	Music	(Admin.	by	Word	Music	Group,	Inc.)Goes	Something	Like	This	Music	(Admin.	by	Word	Music	
Group,	Inc.)Warner-Tamerlane	Publishing	Corp.	(Admin.	by	Word	Music	Group,	Inc.)	

WINTER 2017                                     Hope Fellowship Church Newsletter                                      Page 11 

“A cherishing marriage is all about the dance.”  
Gary Thomas 
 
“Marriage is like a delicate flower that you must 
nurture and nourish or it gets damaged and can 
die.” Marriage Works 
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             DECEMBER 
1-Elijah Ketola 

          1-Talen White 
1-Kristel Wooster 
3-Ezra Wooster 
4-Baylor Lehtonen 
4-Heather Sauvola 
5-Katie Traffie 
7-Julia Matson 
9-Bob Seppala 
10-Sawyer Aho 
10-David Salo 

12-Wesley Desrosiers 

12-Teri Holombo 

12-Amy Holombo 

13-Cal Holombo 

13-Kylee Ojala 

14-Decker Ketola 

15-Tyra Traffie 

17-David Sikkila 

18-Benjamin Krook 

19-Holden Lehtonen 

20-Shara Heagy 

20-Damon Ketola 

21-Paige Saari 

22-Tiffany Wooster 

23-Nick Somero 

23-Eliana Somero 

25-Jocelyn Ojala 

26-Kristen Traffie 

27-Jeanne Haase 

28-Laura Ojala 

29-Tyra Gibson 

 

             JANUARY 
 3-Charlotte Moody 
 4-Westin Seppala 
 5-Lillian Knisley 
 7-Lyan Stenersen 
 10-Graham Heagy 
 15-Victoria Ojala 
 15-Curtis Salo 
 20-Brittany Salo 
 20-Reval Seppala 
 22-Donald Cramb 
 22-Shane Raasio 
 24-Shane Matson 
 25-Harper Anderson 
 25-Kelsey Rautiola 
 25-Charlize Sauvola 
 26-Grant Ketola 
 28-Seraphina Hodgson 
 28-Zienna Sikkila 
 29-Alec Sauvola 
 31-Braedon Hill 
  
   

       FEBRUARY 
     1-Karissa Bailey 

2-Madison Farrey 

2-Sage Heagy 

3-Todd Somero 

4-Brenda Sikkila 

5-John Haase 

8-Peter Kangas 

9-Silas West 

10-Heidi Aho 

10-Denver Wooster 

11-Jody Ojala 

13-Mark Aho 

14-Randy Kangas 

16-Shari Aho 

16-Sofia Anderson 

16-Amber Ketola 

17-Jordan Sauvola 

20-Dawn Bishop 

20-Michael Haase 

20-Blaire Salo 

21-Sharlene Seppala 

23-Monica Somero 

23-Rowan Somero 

26-Evan Hill 

26-Scott Wooster 

 

KEY VERSE TO MEMORIZE 

But the Helper,  
the Holy Spirit,  
whom the Father will send 
in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all things 
that I said to you.  
John	14:26	NKJV	
 

Happy Anniversary 

December 

19-Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Somero 
27-Mr. & Mrs. Matt Saari 
28-Mr. & Mrs. Greg Hodgson 

 

January 

1-Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Ketola 
1-Mr. & Mrs. James Weimann 

 

February 
2-Mr. & Mrs Cal Holombo 
14-Mr. & Mrs. Hans Ojala 
27-Mr.& Mrs. Lars Traffie 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday!       Happy Birthday!      Happy Birthday!      Happy Birthday! 
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Secret of a Good Life 
Come, you children,  
listen to me; 
I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord. 
 
Who is the man who  
desires life, 
And loves many days,  
that he may see good? 
 
Keep your tongue from evil, 
And your lips from  
speaking deceit. 
 
Depart from evil  
and do good; 
Seek peace and pursue it…  
Psalm	34:11-	14	NKJV	
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HIGHLIGHTS OF HOPE 

December	2016,	Mission	team	in	Nicaragua,	Front,	L-R:	Michael	Hoefer	(of	CA)	
Tom	Strouth	(of	OR),	Orlando	Bell,	Tandy,	Lydia		&	Nathaniel	Seppala	(of	
Nicaragua)		Joy	&	Bob	Seppala,	Jody	Ojala,	Kathy	Traffie,	Marla	Somero.		
Back,	L-R:	Hosea	&	Laura	Ketola,	Melonie	Ojala,	Darci	&	Bella	Somero,	Al	Traffie	

 

January	2017:	Congratulations!	Jordan	Moody	
and	daughter	Charlotte	display	his	Master’s	
Degree	from	Liberty	University.	

December	2016:	Hope	Fellowship	teens	handing	out	gift	bags	at	
the	Roca	Kidz	Club.	Thank	you,	generous	people	who	filled	the	
Christmas	gift	bags	and	brought	smiles	to	kids!	

Dec.	11,	2016:	Hope	Fellowship	Christmas	Program,	"We	Didn't	Think	it	
Would	Happen	Like	This!" 

January	2017:	Members	of	"Citizen	Way"	visited	Hope	Fellowship	and	
led	Worship	for	us.		They	will	be	back	for	"Hillfest"	in	July	2017.	They	are	
shown	here	with	Chad	&	Karen	Gibson	&	family.	

Painting	and	finish	carpentry	are	being	done	at	the	new	church	
building.		We	are	hoping	the	building	is	complete	in	time	for	Easter! 


