
ccccc 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encouragement for 

Marriages & Ray Popham 

Marriage Seminar p.8 

By Mark & Teri Holombo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elder’s Note  pg. 2 

“What Do We Put  

Our Faith In?” 

 

By Lars Sauvola 

 

Pastor's Note: 

BIG PRAYER, BIG GOD. 
LITTLE PRAYER, LITTLE 

GOD.  

By Jordan Moody p. 1 

 

 

By Jordan Moody p.2 

 

News from Nicaragua 
By Ronnie & Tandy 

Seppala p. 7 

 

 

 

 

                  
WINTER 2018 

Volunteer's Viewpoint: Head Audio Technician-Justin Bertram p.6 

Get to Know a Hope Family: David & Valerie Castro p. 9 

Is there Room for Sunday School and a Kid’s Church Ministry? p. 2 

Highlights of Hope: Pictures p. 11 

HOPE IN OUR WORLD 

Go Team Gives 

Opportunity for You to 

Witness for Christ  
By Bob O'Brien p. 3 

 

Meet our Missionaries 

p. 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Julia Matson 

Photo by Julia  Matson 

Photo by Julia Matson 



 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

My daughter loves for me to read books to her over and over. I often get bored with the books after a few reads, but 

to her the stories seem to never grow old. The stories, pictures, and characters consistently capture her attention. 

One of the books she has been addicted to lately is “The Biggest, Best Snowman” by Margery Cuyler. The story is 

about a Little Nell and her Big Family who continually remind her that they are BIG and she is little, after-all her 

name is Little Nell and their names are Big Mama and Big Lizzie. Little Nell goes outside to be with her forest 

friends who eventually convince her that she is big enough to accomplish big things, like building a snowman 

instance. So, they help her build the biggest, best snowman there ever was and they show it off to Little Nell’s big 

family who are quite impressed and start to see her as Nell who isn’t so little anymore. The book shows you that 

even though you may be little you can do big things. This overly optimistic kids story got me thinking about how 

this big and little concept relates to prayer. 

Prayer is really a very little thing in the realm of things we can do for God. At least, it seems that way. If we’re being 

honest, compared to the things we have to do on a daily basis, praying seems like a little waste of time. After-all, 

what good has talking out loud in a room by yourself done for anyone? It’s not like the hand God has ever been 

moved through a person’s words hurled up to the clouds? What good could such a little person do? These are 

feelings that so often surround our prayer lives. Feelings of hurry and waste. Let’s hurry through this prayer so I 

can eat my food and let’s not pray too long because we don’t want to waste time for our meeting. Let’s forgo prayer 

because we have a lot to get done today. After-all, God is very big and we are very little; so what’s the use of 

praying? 

Except, I got to thinking about all of my objections and misunderstandings about the nature of prayer especially as 

it relates to the concepts of Big and Little. You see if we truly believed that God is very BIG and we are very little, 

then we would actually pray MORE not less. Unfortunately, we believe our lives to be very BIG and God to be very 

little. Our life and our time table and our to-do list are the biggest things on our mind but talking with the God who 

holds all of those things in the palm of his hand, is of little importance to us. 

Martin Luther said, “I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.” 

What if we actually lived out what we said we believe? We sing, preach, and pray about how big our God is. Yet, 

we live like we’re the BIG MAMA and God is the Little Nell. We are the creator and God is the creation. But we 

have got it all backwards and upside down. This year I want my prayer life to reflect what I actually say I believe 

about my God. I don’t want my life to reflect the words of E.M. Bounds, “Little with God is to be little for God,” but 

rather I want to be much with God in order to be much for God!  

READ MORE FROM PASTOR JORDAN MOODY'S BLOG: MEDIUM.COM/@JORDANTMOODY 
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Pastor's Note  
BIG PRAYER, BIG GOD. LITTLE PRAYER, LITTLE GOD. 
   "TO BE LITTLE WITH GOD IS TO BE LITTLE FOR GOD." I E.M. BOUNDS 

 

 By Jordan Moody 
             

 



 

HOPE IN OUR CHURCH 

IS THERE ROOM FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL AND 

A KID’S CHURCH MINISTRY? 

By Jody Ojala 

An interesting observation was made at our Annual 

meeting. Someone said that Hope is unique because 

we provide Sunday school for kids, grades K-9 at 

9:30 every Sunday morning and plan to add a Kid’s 

Church Class during the worship time. Is there room 

for both?  Will there be enough volunteers to staff 

both? We're hoping, "Yes!"   

 

Toddler Church for 3 and 4-year olds will expand to 

include a Kid’s Church class for 5 and 6-year olds.  

Leader Kara Nero and a group of volunteers different 

than those currently staffing Toddler church and 

Sunday school, intend to start as soon as they've 

gathered enough volunteers to operate. The goal of 

Kid’s Church is to provide 5 and 6-year olds with an 

age-appropriate sermon lesson and to condition them 

to listen and sit quietly so they are ready for a Sunday 

Morning Message. 

 

Kid’s church will be offered the first four Sundays 

of every month. Kids will stay for the worship music 

and then be dismissed to one of the classrooms.  Each 

month they'll learn a characteristic of God and 

memorize a Scripture verse that illustrates it.  The 

bigger vision of Kid’s Church is to reach community 

families with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Some families who have been recently coming to 

Hope are looking for something for their kids to 

attend during the Worship Service allowing them to 

hear the word of God at their own level of 

understanding.  We're hoping the provision of a Kid’s 

Class will encourage more kids and families to come 

to church. We're hoping that hearing the Word of God 

and experiencing the love of Jesus will make a 

difference in their lives. 

 

What about Sunday School? Doug Seppala, Sunday 

school leader, and the teachers support the new Kid’s 

Church ministry and hope that parents realize that it 

won't replace what is offered in Sunday school. In 

Sunday school, kids are digging deeper into the 

Bible, learning the stories, memorizing Scripture 

and learning the foundational truths of Christian 

doctrine.  They've recently begun supporting and 

praying for a boy named Javier, from Nicaragua. It's 

different than Kid’s Church because there is a 

curriculum plan that spans grades K through 9. 

Having a teacher and a group of kids their own age 

provides a little small group where relationships are 

built. One teacher noted that it's a joy to teach Sunday 

school because you get to know the kids and watch 

them grow up. 

 

The heart of Sunday school teachers is that each 

child would come to know Jesus as Savior and 

know that they too, have a place and a purpose in 

the body of Christ.  Our plan is to work alongside the 

Kid’s Church volunteer team, uniting prayers and 

efforts, by the grace of God, to further the Gospel in 

the hearts of the children and families of our 

community, "redeeming the time because the days are 

evil” (Eph. 5:16).  

 

Your help is needed too. We need parents to try to be 

consistent in bringing their children to Sunday school 

as well as to church and to know that their kids are 

capable of big things. We need volunteer help for 

both ministries. We need prayer that there will 

always be room in our schedules, in our hearts, and in 

our church for teaching our children the truths of 

Jesus.  This is the Gospel in action.  

 

If you would be willing to help with Kid’s Church 

and want to know more, please contact Kara Nero, 

603-831-4388.  For more about Sunday school, contact 

Doug Seppala, 603-562-5141.  And if you can 

remember to pray for the volunteers, the children and 

their families, that would be appreciated! 
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REMIND TEXT ALERTS 

Stay updated with 
alerts such as  
snow cancellations & 
important HOPE 
events. Send a prayer 
request.  
 
To join, text@hopechu 

to (775) 200-9720. 



 

HOPE IN OUR WORLD 

GoTeam Gives Opportunity for 

You to Witness for Christ  

By Bob O'Brien 

I want to use this edition of the newsletter to 

introduce the GOTeam and the various 

opportunities made available to exercise your 

spiritual gifts.  

 

UNDERSTANDING GOTEAM LANGUAGE 

The name GOTeam is part acronym that stands for 

Glocal Outreach Team. The word "Glocal" combines 

"global" and "local". In the world of outreach, local 

outreach is referred to as evangelism, and outside USA 

would be considered cross-cultural.  

 

Taking this to the next level of detail; countries with 

an awareness of the gospel and followers of Jesus that 

make up greater than 2% of the population, is 

referred to as regular because with greater than 2% the 

country has enough resources to disciple their entire 

nation. Countries where followers of Jesus make up 

less than 2% of the population are considered 

pioneering or UNreached.  

 

KEY VERSE FOR WITNESSING 

The GOTeam is designed to support the very words 

of JESUS in Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.”  

 

GOTEAM'S WITNESSING STRATEGY 

We consider "our Jerusalem" to be the USA, more 

specifically the Monadnock region. In the event we 

are called into action anywhere within the USA, it 

would be considered evangelism. We consider "Judea" 

to be outside the USA but limited to countries that are 

friendly towards the USA and actively engaged in 

commerce. Samaria, and end of the earth would be 

considered UNreached people groups. The GOTeam 

has been structured to create strategic venues for the 

body of Christ within Hope Fellowship Church to 

walk out our faith based on our spiritual gifts, level of 

adventure and availability. 

OUR "JERUSALEM" IN JAFFREY & KEENE 
Threads of Hope (TOH): This is our most visible form 

of outreach located right here in Jaffrey, NH in clear 

sight. The intent is to serve as the hands and feet of 

Jesus by offering gently used clothing to local families 

who may be struggling to make ends meet and need a 

blessing. It is our hope that the Holy Spirit will use 

this gateway to remove barriers and leave bridges in 

their place that will eventually lead to a relationship 

with Jesus as Lord and Savior. We are always in need 

of volunteers; an hour a month, week or day. You 

could be behind the scenes organizing clothing or 

greeting the public at the front desk. Contact Ruth 

Ann Moody at ruthannmoody@gmail.com. 

 

Keene Community Kitchen (KCK): HFC is 

responsible for sending volunteers to serve at KCK on 

the second Tuesday of each month (4:30-7PM). The 

primary responsibility is to be a friendly person 

serving food to guests and cleaning up after dinner. If 

you are interested in learning more, you can seek 

out John Jankowski or David Tourigny. 

 

BIG Brother/BIG Sister of Keene: We are looking for 

young women and men (especially men). For a few 

hours, a couple times a month you can give a "Little" 

(you are paired up with a younger person needing 

mentoring) the invaluable gift of your friendship. 

Anyone can be a mentor - you don't have to be 

perfect. There are usually immediate matches 

available for men because there are so many Littles 

waiting, whereas the wait may be longer for women 

because there are fewer young girls waiting to be 

matched. To learn more contact Bob O’Brien or go to 

https://www.bbbsnh.org/volunteer/be-a-big. 

 

Keene Pregnancy Resource Center (PRC): You can 

learn more about the PRC by talking to Ruth Ann 

Moody or going to 

http://www.pregnancyresourcekeene.org/ or 
https://www.facebook.com/pregnancyresourcekeene/ 

 

OUR "JUDEA" OUTSIDE THE U.S.A. 
These are considered regular countries: 

NICARAGUA: We currently send support to the 

Ronald Seppala family who is serving long-term as 

a pastor (See details, next page).  
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(Continued from page 3) 

In addition to this support, there are two different 

expeditions to Managua each year; one in June for 

VBS (Vacation Bible School), a great opportunity to 

refine your Spanish speaking skills while serving the 

children. A second team in early December for the 

school graduation and to bring Christmas Care 

Packages for the 400+ students and staff. Expeditions 

are roughly ten days long. You can also sponsor a 

child for a full year by going to the website below. 

You’ll be able to write and correspond with them to 

see how you’re making a difference. You can learn 

more by contacting Marla Somero or go to 

http://www.hopefornica.org/ 

 

PHILIPPINES: We currently support Kristen Traffie 

who is serving the homeless at Smokey Mountain in 

Manila (see details in this newsletter edition). There 

are early discussions about sending small expeditions 

to minister to the children and bring desperately 

needed clothing. You can learn more by contacting Bob 

O’Brien.  

 

GUATEMALA: Little Lambs International oversees an 

orphanage near Jalapa, Guatemala. The mission is to 

serve and empower orphaned children worldwide, by 

the love of Jesus Christ. Teams travel to Guatemala 

throughout the year on ten-day expeditions to 

complete the construction and serve the children. You 

can also provide monthly prayer and financial 

support for the children! We have eight (8) orphan 

children on-site presently. These donations will pay 

for staff (nannies, cooks, maids), food/supplies, and 

medical care. All of the money will go directly to 

supporting the children!  

You can learn more by contacting-  

Jamie Van Dyke: jamisonvandyke@hotmail.com 

Ashley Bertram: Ashley.r.vandyke@hotmail.com  

or go to https://littlelambsintl.org/ 

 

"SAMARIA, AND TO THE END OF THE EARTH" 

OR UNREACHED COUNTRIES 
NARNIA: We currently support a family serving in 

Narnia (See details, next pages), and typically a small 

team ten-day expedition to bring supplies to four 

local village public libraries (Hope4Narnia). In the 

near future we will be launching a program at HFC 

that allows each person or family to fund the effort to 

translate the Word into the local Narnian language.  

 

You can learn more by seeking out Bob & Sheila O’Brien. 

Please continue to pray for our families serving the 

Lord overseas. If the Spirit is moving to get you  

involved in any of the above outreach or short-term 

expeditions, seek out the lead person to learn more 

about how you can get involved.  

 

Bob O’Brien on behalf of the GOTeam 

 

MEET OUR MISSIONARIES 
 

Ronnie & Tandy Seppala 

MANAGUA, NICARAGUA 

 Ronald and Tandy Seppala with children Nathaniel   
 and Lydia. A baby girl is due in April. 

 

SCHOOLS: Jardín Infantil y Comedor Belen (Preschool - 

Kindergarten) 

 Colegio Cristiano El Padul (Elementary - High School) 

CHURCH: Iglesia Misionera Bautista Jardín Infantil 

 

BIRTH OF A SCHOOL & CHURCH 

The school opened in 1995 as a Christian outreach to 

the city’s poor children. Several years later, Sunday 

school classes were offered to the students and the 

mission’s church was born. The school functions 

through donations from Christian brothers and sisters 

and has always welcomed the support of mission 

teams. 
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RONNIE AND TANDY'S STORY 

Ronnie first came to Managua as a single man in 2006 

compelled by God to serve. His first leadership role 

was as an elementary English teacher. Tandy joined  

in 2010, and they married soon after. Ronnie currently 

serves as pastor of the mission church and spiritual 

leader at the school. He teaches Bible at middle and 

high school levels while offering spiritual training for 

the school staff and teachers. Together, Ronnie and 

Tandy continue to develop their role in support of the  

school’s founder, coordinating mission teams and 

outreaches throughout the year. 

 

THE SEPPALA'S GROWING FAMILY 

We have a son Nathaniel (6 in May), a daughter Lydia 

(3 in April), and we are expecting our third child at 

the beginning of April. We rent a home outside of the  

city, close to the mission home where teams are 

housed. As a family, we strive to serve as an example 

of a Christian home and marriage. 

 

Kristen Traffie 

MANILA, PHILIPPINES 

 
LOCATION: Smokey Mountain (a homeless 

community built in the dump) 

FOCUS: Ministering to the homeless 

 

THE PEOPLE OF SMOKEY MOUNTAIN 

People live in and around all the garbage. Some live 

in buildings-hundreds of people tightly packed, 

others in small shacks made from trash or things 

thrown away, but some just live and sleep outside.  

 

Every Friday and Saturday we go into Smokey 

Mountain and share a bible story and sing songs with 

the kids. We always bring them hot food and when 

available, we bring them clothing. Many of these 

children only have one meal a day (if that). Some 

don’t have clothes to wear. Many of them cannot go  

to school because they don’t have money for tuition.  

 

KEEP THE CHILDREN IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

• Their Safety 

• Someone to Love them.  

• Lodging and Nutrition 

• Enrollment in School 

• That they would come to know Jesus as their 

Lord and Savior  

 

KRISTEN'S STORY 

Before coming to the Philippines in July 2017, I served 

as a missionary in Mexico with YWAM (Youth With 

A Mission). I loved Mexico and the kids I was 

working with and I never wanted to leave. But in 

September 2016 I was asked to staff a DTS 

(Discipleship Training School) where young people 

from all over world come for three months of classes 

where they learn about God’s character and His love. 

They then spend three months in the mission field to 

practice and share what they have learned. I was 

assigned to help lead a team to Manila, Philippines. 

Manila has the highest percentage of homelessness 

than any country in the world.  

 

The first night in Manila, I saw a baby, 1-1/2 years old, 

who had no clothes, digging through the trash for 

food. There are many kids like him, who have to live 

on the streets without food or home. Some don’t have 

parents or someone to love and protect them. This is 

when God started speaking to my heart to come back.  

He has given me the vision to start “Safe Haven” 

which would be a children’s home for street kids or 

kids in abusive homes. At first, I didn’t want to, and I 

fought God. He was patient with me and gently 

changed my heart. I moved to Manila in July 2017. It 

was hard to leave my family and friends, move to the 

other side of the world, but God is with me.  

 

The M Family/NARNIA 
FOCUS: Teaching, training teachers, and developing 

language resources.
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THE M FAMILY'S STORY 

It is important that we protect the identity and 

purpose of our friends serving in Narnia. The M  

family first traveled to Narnia in 2009 with a baby girl 

and two-year-old boy. Now almost nine years later 

they continue to thrive, thanks to God’s grace, living 

in the same house in the same village with one son 

and two daughters.   

 

They continue working there, teaching, training 

teachers, and developing language resources. They 

love getting involved in village life, which includes 

attending many wedding feasts. Mrs. M has found a 

niche doing henna for brides in the village while 

villagers love to see Mr. M trying to do traditional 

dances. They are glad to share God’s love with their 

friends and neighbors and ultimately seek to share 

His great Story with them.  They are working to have 

it in the local language so Narnians can have, know, 

and share it themselves for generations to come. 

 

Volunteer's Viewpoint 
 

HEAD AUDIO TECHNICIAN 

JUSTIN BERTRAM 

 

 
Justin Bertram and his wife Abby.  Abby is a 
member of Hope’s worship team. 

 
What is your main role on a Sunday morning? 

My main role on Sunday morning is to make sure the 

worship team’s equipment is operating as it 

should- microphones, monitors, amps, etc. This  

 

allows worship team members to stay focused on 

whatever it is they need to do before the service. This  

plays a huge part in my other role of controlling how 

the worship service sounds (adjusting the volume of 

the acoustics, drums, keys, vocal mics, etc.) The end 

goal for me on a Sunday morning is to mix sound in a 

way that is free of distraction for the congregation as 

well as the worship leaders.  
 

What attracted you to get involved with the audio team? 

I was attracted to volunteering to help with Sound 

and because I've always enjoyed tinkering with audio, 

mostly car audio before the the opportunity came to 

serve here at the church. I also have a love for 

worship music, both passions made it an easy 

decision to get involved. 

 

Is there preparation that needs to be done before the 
worship service? 

Before each worship service, I prepare by meeting 

with the worship team on Thursday evenings to go 

over who is leading what song and anything else that 

needs to be addressed before Sunday morning.  I have 

a checklist of things to do on Sunday mornings before 

the worship time. Included are microphone checks, 

changing batteries, meeting with the visual team 

about any videos that will be played, etc. 
 

The “FOH” plays a vital role in the worship service. 
What does “FOH” mean? 

Well, “FOH” means “Front of House.” When I am 

mixing sound “FOH”, I am in the Sanctuary mixing 

sound with the Ipad. 

 
So, what caused the whole system to shut down that one 
Sunday in January? 

Sometimes there are glitches, like one Sunday in 

January, the whole system suddenly shut down.  In 

simple terms, the issue we faced was the sound board 

un-syncing from the rest of the system.  This is a 

glimpse into some of the unexpected technical issues 

that we can face, week to week. 
 

Do you need more volunteer help? 

With Ed Olson and I alternating from week to week, 

the job flows smoothly. 
 

What do you do for a vocation?  And a vacation? 

Outside of volunteering here at Hope, I work as an 

automotive technician.  My favorite way to spend a 

vacation is to eat food and not work.
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NEWS FROM NICARAGUA 
Leaders are being Spiritually Trained, Bible 

Classes added for Students, God is good! 

By Ronnie and Tandy Seppala 

Hello from Managua! 

Thank you for the generosity you show us again and 

again. Knowing you are backing us up in prayer and 

financial support is often the encouragement God 

uses to keep us on here. 

This past Sunday seven were baptized during the 

morning service. Recently, two adults came forward 

during a service to receive salvation. These two, along 

with several others, want to be baptized at the next 

opportunity. 

‘And the Lord added to their number day by day those who 

were being saved.’ 

 

Ronnie gave two seminary courses to the staff at El 

Padul during the month of January. This is a small 

step taken in response to the burden for spiritual 

growth at the school. He is also teaching a course at 

the seminary he graduated from. Training spiritual 

leaders continues to be his passion, and he thanks 

God for each opportunity to influence the lives of his 

fellow laborers. 

 

This year, weekly Bible classes are being implemented 

from pre-school through high school, and the classes  

 

will be reflected on students’ report cards. Ronnie is 

teaching the Bible classes from 6th grade up. We 

located a place in the city that distributes good Bible 

class material and purchased material for the 

elementary, middle and high school classes. God has 

moved in all of this, and we have much reason to 

rejoice! 

 

On a personal note, we are grateful for God’s care of 

our growing family. We received the financial 

support necessary for Nathaniel to attend a 

Nicaraguan Christian school with two-way 

transportation this year. School started the last days 

of January, and we are thankful for the friendships 

and good instruction he is receiving. Life as a 

missionary kid can be straining on his sensitive heart, 

but we see God giving him understanding and 

contentment. 

 

We anticipate the birth of our third child through C-

Section on the 2nd of April and covet your prayers. 

 

In Christ, 

Ronnie and Tandy Seppala 
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Nathaniel, age 5, (6th from left) is attending Kindergarten at a 
Spanish speaking Christian School.  School started the end of 
January. 

Lydia,  
age 2,  
attends 
Sunday 
School, 
enjoys a 
snack. 

1Recently two adults came forward during a service to receive 

salvation. Ronnie is shown here baptizing a new believer. 



 

Encouragement for Marriages & 

Ray Popham Marriage Seminar 

By MARK & TERI HOLOMBO   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. For people who may not know you, can you 

give us a little background information about 

yourselves? 

We've been married for 35 years, have 7 children & 

14 grandchildren. Mark is the president of Kustom 

Hardscapes. (Mark also serves as an Elder at Hope 

Fellowship and Teri as a Deaconess.) 

   

2. Do you think young couples go into marriage 

with misconceptions about what life will be like? 
Yes, we would want them to know that they won't 

have any issues that they won't be able to overcome.  

The best way to do that is to stay in the center of 

God's will for your life which allows you to stay in a 

great marriage. 

   

3. What would be the greatest benefits to a young 

couple from a marriage seminar? 

Marriage begins with a call out of singleness into 

oneness.  In a marriage, it's no longer "me" but "we. 

When oneness is successful, the marriage is fruitful.  

The benefits would be to know that things happen 

to every couple in a marriage.  A seminar would 

give them preparation to know how to handle 

different situations.    

 .  

  

 

 

 

4. How would couples who have been on a marriage 

journey for many years be encouraged or 

challenged in a marriage weekend?  

Time, trouble, sticking together have a way of healing 

brokenness and strengthening oneness.  

 

5. What led you to encourage the leaders at Hope to 

invite the Pophams to speak at the marriage 

weekend? 

We recently attended a wedding that Ray Popham 

officiated and he gave a very uplifting message.  When 

the elders were talking about finding a speaker for the 

marriage weekend, we thought of Ray. 
 

6. How were you personally refreshed or impacted by 

the marriage seminar? 

  We are always in a different season of life, so it’s good to 

hear the same message (about God's will for a marriage) 

from different speakers.  We also enjoyed getting to 

know Ray and Theresa and loved their perspective on 

marriage. 
 

7. Marriage is not 50/50. It's a 100/100.  Can you 

explain what that means? 

We need to give 100% to each other.  True marriage is a 

selfless act of completely giving yourself to another 

person.  Marriage is a place to give love, not to get love.  

"Except a grain of wheat falls to the ground and die, it 

abideth alone but if it dies, it bringeth forth much fruit." 

John 12:24 
 

8. Are there any Bible passages that God has used to 

strengthen your own marriage or lessons God has 

taught you through the example of other couples 

living out a God-honoring marriage?  

"And we cleave together to build a new, never before seen, 

never to exist again life." Jer. 29 4-7 

"Good relationships don't just happen they take time, effort, 

patience and two people who truly want to be together." 

Ziglar. com Examples from Ray and Theresa: Ray got a 

call from Theresa saying she needed a counseling 

session. That is when he realized he was taking care of 

his ministry, but she was suffering. Song of Solomon 1:6 

"They made me keeper of the vineyard but mine own vineyard 

have I not kept.” Ray said he couldn't buy his kids all the 

material things they wanted but he told them they had a 

dad who could hear God. That made a huge difference 

in their lives. "If you have a wife, listen to that wife." Ray 

Popham. The love you have when you get married is 

very different from the love you have 35 years later. If 

you want to plug into love, you plug into God because 

God is love. 
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GET TO KNOW A HOPE FAMILY 

David & Valerie Castro 

 

 

1. What town do you live in?  

 New Ipswich 

   

2. Where did you grow up?  
 David: I haven't grown up yet!  

 Born & raised in Miami, Florida. 

 Val: Born in New York City and raised in 

 Naples, Florida. 

   

3. How did you meet your spouse? 

 David: By the grace of God 

 Val: We met in college. 

 .  

4. What is something that you appreciate 

about your spouse?  

 David: Her friendship 

 Val: He always makes me smile. 

  

5. How many children do you have and 

what are their names/ages?  
 We have 5 children: Calel (19), Caleb (18), 

 Calen (14), Carina (12) and Caleo (2). 

 

6. What is your job? 

 David: Communications for F.E.M.A. 

 Val: Stay-at-home mom/homeschooling mom 

 

 
7. What do you enjoy doing together with 

your family? 

David: Dinner table hangouts. 

Val: Game Nights. 
 

8. What are your favorite hobbies? 

David: Always wanting to learn new things. 

Val: Singing 

 
9. What brought you to Hope Fellowship 

Church? 
It was really God, but worldly-wise, we came to 

N.H./MA. because of a job.  Hope was just down 

the street from the home we purchased. 

 
10. What is something you enjoy about Hope 

Fellowship? 

The Small Groups, the Pastor and the fellowship. 

 
11. Are you currently serving at Hope 

Fellowship and in what roles? 

David: Worship Team 

Val: Worship Team and Toddler Church (3 & 4's). 

 
12.  Is there a message you would leave with 

your children, your children's children and 

others when you are gone?  

David would leave behind this quote: “Life is 

wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, 

cherish it for the treasure that it is and cleave to it 

as the highest price of every pleasure and the 

deepest comfort of every pain” John Piper 
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Joke Jar 
Q: What goes up when the rain goes down?  

A: Umbrellas 

 
Q: What month of the year is the shortest?  
A: May (only 3 letters) 
 
Q: Why are trees very forgiving?  
A: Because in the Fall they "Let it Go" and in the   

Spring they "turn over a new leaf". 
 

Q: What season is it when you are on  
 a trampoline?  
A: Spring-time!  
 
Q: Why is the letter A like a flower?  
A: A bee (B) comes after it!  
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 DECEMBER 

1-Elijah Ketola 

1-Talen White 

1-Kristel Wooster 

2-Madison Sauvola 

3-Ezra Wooster 

4-Baylor Lehtonen 

4-Heather Sauvola 

5-Abby Bertram 

6-Vinnie Verduin 

7-Julia Matson 

8-Madison Caruana 

8-Kara Nero 

9-Robert Seppala 

10-Sawyer Aho 

10-David Salo 

12-Wesley Desrosiers 

12-Teri Holombo 

12-Amy Holombo 

13-Cal Holombo 

13-Emma Knisley 

14-Decker Ketola 

14-Mary Parr 

16-Piper Martel 

17-David Sikkila 

18-Benjamin Krook 

19-Dustin Hill 

19-Holden Lehtonen 

20-Shara Heagy 

20-Damon Ketola 

21-Paige Saari 

22-Tiffany Wooster 

23-Nick Somero 

26-Kristen Traffie 

27-Jeanne Haase 

28-Laura Ojala 

29-Artie Gardiner 

29-Tyra Gibson 

 

 

 

 

2-Markus Anderson 

 JANUARY  

3-Charlotte Moody 

4-Westin Seppala 

5-Lillian Knisley 

6-Sari Somero 

7-Lyan Stenersen 

10-Graham Heagy 

15-David Castro 

15-George Nitschke 

15-Victoria Ojala 

15-Curtis Salo 

20-Brittany Salo 

20-Reval Seppala 

23-Saylor Heagy 

24-Shane Matson 

24-Alicia Salo 

25-Harper Anderson 

25-Kelsey Rautiola 

25-Charlize Sauvola 

26-Grant Ketola 

28-Seraphina Hodgson 

28-Zienna Sikkila 

29-Alec Sauvola 

31-Braedon Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY  

2-Madison Farrey 

2-Sage Heagy 

3-Todd Somero 

4-Derek Reini 

4-Brenda Sikkila 

5-John Haase 

8-Peter Kangas 

9-Silas West 

10-Heidi Aho 

10-Denver Wooster 

11-Jody Ojala 

13-Molly Snow 

14-Randy Kangas 

15-Nyla Sauvola 

16-Sofia Anderson 

16-Amber Ketola 

17-Jordan Sauvola 

18-Jason Nero 

19-Meghan Caruana 

20-Mike Haase 

20-Blaire Salo 

21-Sharlene Seppala 

23-Delaney Sauvola 

23-Monica Somero 

23-Rowan Somero 

26-Evan Hill 

26-Scott Wooster 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RHYTHM OF SOLITUDE 

 

PSALM 68:1-4 
O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 
    my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where     
there is no water. 
 
 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
    beholding your power and glory. 

Because your steadfast love is better than life, 
    my lips will praise you. 
 So I will bless you as long as I live; 
    in your name I will lift up my hands. 

 
HEAR MORE: hfcnh.com/#teaching-messages/ 
 
 
 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY!   HAPPY BIRTHDAY!   HAPPY BIRTHDAY!      

DECEMBER 
9-MR. & MRS. BRIAN BARBRE 
19-MR. & MRS. NATHAN SOMERO 

27-MR. & MRS. MATT SAARI 

28-MR. & MRS. GREG HODGSON 

30-MR. & MRS. JON CARUANA 

 

JANUARY 
1-MR. & MRS. JEREMIAH KETOLA 

 

FEBRUARY 
2-MR. & MRS. CAL HOLOMBO 
14-MR. & MRS. HANS OJALA 
22-MR. & MRS. BRAIN PARR 
27-MR. & MRS. LARS TRAFFIE 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 

NEW BABIES IN THE 

NURSERY 

A boy, Rhys Martin, on 

November 11, 2018, to Dane & 

Heather Sauvola & Alec, Charlize 

and Liam. 

A boy, Kobe Douglas, on 

November 17, 2017, to Kyle & 

Brianna Holombo & Cora. 

A girl, Piper Quinn, on 

December 16, 2017 to Andrew & 

Ashlyn Martel. 

A girl, Saylor Jean, on Jan. 23, 

2018 to Graham & Shara Heagy 

& Sage. 

 

 
 

ACCEPTING SPRING 
CLOTHING DONATIONS 
 

HOURS:  
WED. 12-4 |THURS. 1-4|FRI. 12-4|SAT. 9-12 
 
MONADNOCK PLAZA|80 PETERBOROUGH ST 
JAFFREY, NH |603.532.6400 
 



 

 

 

 

 

. 
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 HIGHLIGHTS OF HOPE 

Dec. 10, 2017: "The Word Became Flesh" Christmas Program was enjoyed by an 
audience of family & friends.  The kids did a great job! 

Worship Night-Mike Haase organized an informal 
night of playing & singing & worshipping Jesus. 

Jan. 28, 2018: Blessing Jerry Anderson & Lars Stenersen into the role of Elder 
at Hope.  Not present but also blessed in: Sam Seppala. 

Sunday morning worship practice 

Samantha Olson hands a gift bag to a young 
girl in Nicaragua during the Dec. mission trip. 

Jan. 20, 2018: Guest Speaker Ray Popham held a Marriage Conference called "Forever 
Marriage."  Many couples appreciated the Saturday seminar. 


