“I believe that when there is an outreach
into the community that is kid-based,
people will come! My goal is that the
kids would embrace it and realize that
it’s a ministry! Sometimes it’s hard to
invite someone to church, but you can
invite them to a Christmas Program!”

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN LIGHT UP
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
“The Heavens Declare Your Glory”, this
year’s Sunday school Christmas Program
told the story of Jesus’s birth through the
vantage point of an Old Star and New
Star, played by Lars Traffie and daughter
Jade. The event was held on Sunday
night, December 16, 2018, the eighth
Christmas play directed by first grade
Sunday school teacher, Amanda Ketola.
“Lots of people were involved in helping,
I don’t do it by myself,” Amanda said.
When asked how a program is chosen,
Amanda said she begins looking for one
months in advance, prays and prays and
prays some more. One will stand out
and then it’s edited by a committee and
adapted so that each Sunday school child
has a part. Practice starts the beginning
of November and the kids are asked to
memorize their parts.

The Christmas program was well
attended, and the kids seemed to enjoy
playing their parts, many of them
dressed in costumes hand-made by
Birgit Barbre, Sunday school leader and
third grade teacher.
“I believe the kids had fun. When they
were in their costumes and practicing, I
felt like they were enjoying themselves!”
Amanda hopes that in years to come, the
Program could be even more of an
outreach to the community. “People get
excited as they get involved. It could be
part of our church’s Christmas message
and the kids could take charge of it.”
A special thank you to each one who
helped to make the Program possible!

Children listen as Ministry volunteer, Laurie
Nitschke, shares the Bible story. The 3 & 4-yearolds soon may have an additional space to
accommodate a growing number of kids.
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The complete Christmas Program 2018
photo album is available on the “Hope
Fellowship Together” Facebook page.
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PARENTING CONFERENCE IN JANUARY
BOOSTS PARENTING CONFIDENCE
This January, Hope Fellowship hosted a
parenting conference called “Intentional:
Raising Passionate Jesus Followers” and
a hundred people attended.
Speakers Phil and Diane Comer of
Portland, Oregon shared stories that
illustrate biblical truth for parenting.
Their ministry was born from a desire to
seek ways to raise their own four
children, now adults, to be lovers of God.
Parents were given practical tools, like
the visual of a box, each side
representing an element needed in a
child’s life to thrive. The foundation is
Jesus, two sides are order and discipline,
and top-fun, affection, affirmation. “We
have chore charts for the kids and are
getting them excited to read their bibles!
The purpose of parenting is deeper in
me; I have perspective and tools that I
didn’t have before,” reflected Dawn

Seppala. Sasha Sikkila appreciated the
advice that we always need to be
showing our kids what grace means, it’ll
be the most important thing for them to
know about Christ. When we
understand how badly we’ve failed, we
rejoice in what Jesus has done for us!
Suffering and how God allows it is
something else to teach. When it
happens, our kids won’t wonder if God is
good, they’ll draw closer to Him.

“We walked into the conference
a little hesitant, we expected to
learn all the ways we’ve messed
up. Instead, we left encouraged.”
Dawn Seppala
Dawn loved seeing Phil and Diane
onstage together, occasionally holding
hands. “It showed me how God uses us
as we come together as a couple and
unite in parenting! It was a marriage
conference too, in a way!”
Phil and Diane Comer came to NH to
encourage parents to be passionate in
parenting their children, God’s way. We
have the tools, let’s be intentional with
raising our next generation! Learn more
about Phil and Diane Comer and
parenting: Intentionalparents.org.

Bob and Sheila O'Brien visit Narnia yearly.

AMAZING, MYSTERIOUS M FAMILY
Have you heard Bob and Sheila O’Brien
talk about visiting the “M family “in
“Narnia”, encouraging us to pray for
these missionaries at work in a location
hostile to Christianity? Here’s a bit of
their story.
The “M family” traveled to “Narnia” in
2009 with a two-year-old son and baby
girl. Ten years later, they live in the same
house in the same village with the
addition of one more daughter, thriving
by the grace of God.
They love the villagers there and join in
on the many wedding festivities. Their
work is to teach and train teachers and
develop language resources. They are
also slowly, painstakingly translating
God’s story into the native language of
the Narnians. Genesis, Exodus and Luke
are almost done! Please pray for
courage, that their work will continue
and be useful for years to come!

